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IN D U ST R IA L L Y , 1966 drew  to a close w ith  the Q antas p ilo ts’ 
strike, w hich had  im plications far beyond the pilo ts’ undoub ted  
victory. T h e  dispute had  its farcical elements. M r. M cM ahon, 
already a slightly ridiculous figure, played the buffoon attem pting  
a role as m an of destiny. O n N ovem ber 29 he solemnly w arned: 
. . the G overnm ent w ould no t allow pilots . . .  to act w ith  
contem ptuous disregard of ... . the com m unity at large. However, 
to give the pilots an opportu n ity  to act responsibly and avoid 
being caught up  in processes th a t w ill otherwise follow, I appeal 
to them  to re tu rn  to w ork w ithou t delay.”
W hen this appeal was ignored, M cM ahon re tired  from  the 
fray, not to be heard  from  again. Bury started in the same vein, 
bu t soon became m ore sober.
T h e  press— the “lib e ra l” Australian  the worst— discovered 
‘‘a m ajority  of a radical m inority  who took the trouble  to vote",, 
the possibility of a “breakaw ay m ovem ent”, young irresponsibles 
stam peding the older m en, a small group hold ing  the com m unity 
to ransom , defying a rb itra tio n  and  the law of the land, recklessly 
destroying the industry, etc., etc. A plo t was even discovered for 
am algam ation of all airline unionists, controlled by a sinister p ilo ts’ 
un ion  “boss”.
T h e  papers controlled by those egalitarian  press m illionaires, 
Sir W arw ick Fairfax and R u p e rt M urdoch, w ept copiousK at the 
though t of the gross inequalities of the “p ro le ta ria t” on S3,000 a 
year penalised by “capita list” pilots. T hey  were lar m ore Worried 
than the p ro letaria t. T h e  affected “p ub lic”, which (lies overseas 
for business a n d /o r  pleasure, was not amused. Since many com e 
from  the Establishm ent, this had  some influence w hen it became 
obvious th a t the pilots could neither be cajoled, b ribed  nor 
stood over.
O bvious lessons will be d raw n  by all unionists. A rb itra tion  
ls not necessary even to register victories; it is an obstacle to 
w inning the gains tha t industria l s trength  and action can win, 
tending  always to aw ard the bare m in im um  increases (as already 
shown in the level of over-award paym ents won by m ilitan t 
m dustria l workers and  the ir unions).
1967 will certainly be a year of industria l action. A rb itra tio n ’s 
crisis is unresolved. T h e  basic wage decision and the in terim
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m eta l trades m argins aw ard only postponed the flood of wage 
dem ands inevitable early this year, w hile the employers p lan  an 
offensive against over-award paym ents and for th e ir “total wage” 
concept.
T h e  sustained stagnation of consum er dem and is a clear sign 
of lab o r’s reduced portion  of the social product. T h e re  is pent-up 
resen tm ent and  pressure which will no t be held  down, despite all 
the  m achinations of the influential “tam e ca t” faction in the trade 
un ions— even given the th reatened  aid of an  A W U  block vote at 
A C T U  Congresses. In  the long run , the trade un io n  m ovem ent 
m ust express its m em bers’ dem ands in  action.
T H E  Q A N TA S ST R IK E  posed o ther and deeper issues. An 
Australian  ed itoria l (17/12/66) revealed a m ajo r one: “. . . the 
idea  of a top-to-bottom  investigation of the Q antas m anagem ent 
v irtu a lly  dem ands th a t the P ilots’ Federation  takes over the 
ru n n in g  of the airline; a dangerous precedent, to say the least.”
T h is explains the seemingly suicidal stubbornness of Q antas 
m anagem ent, in itially  fully backed by the Governm ent.
T h e  pilots presum ed to dem and a say in  control of m anage­
m ent, w hich capitalism  simply cannot easily concede. Such 
econom ic democracy strikes a t the “rig h t” of capital to h ire and 
fire, to decide upon technical change, allocation of investm ent 
an d  price policies w ithou t consultation or consideration of its 
employees, the national interest or effects upon  the people as 
consumers.
T h e  basic dem ocratic dem and for w orkers’ partic ipa tion  in 
contro l will m ore and m ore arise in  industria l actions. I t  should 
accom pany the struggle for nationalisation  of the  monopolies, 
conceivably even preceding it. R eaction  to the p ilo ts’ strike 
reveals how deeply the ru lers fear such basic reforms.
A nother evidence of this fear is im m inen t repud ia tion  of 
A skin’s solem n electoral prom ise to institu te  a NSW  Education 
Commission, w ith T eachers’ F ederation  representation. P retext 
for this rep u d ia tio n  is alleged “left con tro l” of the Federation, 
p u ttin g  the Liberals in the position of exercising an au th o rita rian  
veto of the teachers’ dem ocratic vote, after the ir disastrous semi­
official excursion in to  interference in  the Federation  elections. But 
the un ion  leadersh ip’s political com plexion is secondary. T h e  
m ain consideration  is m aintenance of the bureaucratic  princip le, 
avoidance of any control by employees of policy and  adm in istra­
tion, even in a service tha t in fact depends largely upon  the 
teachers for its adm inistration.
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T H E  NSW  T E A C H E R S’ F E D E R A T IO N  is denied a say in 
policy decisions precisely because it advances and cam paigns for 
a radical solution to the problem s posed by the “education 
explosion”. T h e  NSW  G overnm ent has only a piecem eal policy 
of patching up  the most im m ediate problem s.
T h e  education  crisis is nationw ide, and affects all three levels. 
■The university  crisis is reflected in  recent increases in fees and 
reduction  in  governm ents’ subsidies. T h e  most im m ediate effects 
are upon  expansion of university teaching and  facilities, and 
opportun ities for post-graduate work.
R estriction  of post-graduate and  research opportun ities poses 
a big question of national concern. Is it the E stablishm ent’s 
deliberate policy to depend m ore and  m ore upon U nited  States, 
Japanese and  o ther foreign technology, to avoid the cost of inde­
pendent scientific research and  technological developm ent? T h is 
certainly fits in  w ith the v irtua l abandonm ent to foreign investors 
of whole sectors of the economy, and  to the general posture of 
em barrassing servility to A m erican policies. A nd it is not neces­
sarily refu ted  by the undou b ted  excellence of m uch A ustralian 
scientific work, already heavily dependen t upon  US finance, and 
providing a scientific cream  to be skim m ed off by foreign 
institutions, as required .
A far-reaching social consequence of the whole education 
policy is the emergence of a new elitism . Enough has been 
w ritten already about IQ  tests, and  the tiny percentage of university 
entrants from  the w orking class. N ot qu ite  enough is perhaps 
understood of the  elitism  in h eren t in the grow ing inequality  
of opportun ity  for h igher secondary and tertiary  education, com­
pounded by increasing expend itu re  of taxpayers’ money for the 
private schools.
H owever opportun ist his political motives in wooing the 
Catholic vote, Sir R obert Menzies also proceeded from  an ideo­
logical conviction, expressed in  a 1963 talk at his old school, 
Wesley. H e
lauded the fact th a t the  G reat Public Schools had  m anaged 
t0 survive . . . ‘Fifteen years ago . . .  I  though we would find ourselves 
Practising th a t dreadful civic vice of un iform ity  which we have such a 
Passion for in A ustralia. Indiv iduality  is th e  essence of o u r ideas for Public 
Schools. T h is  business of daring to be wise, and setting ou t to develop in te l­
lectual in tegrity  is som ething th a t can be achieved by a great school and lost 
by a bad one’ (SM H , 26/2/63).
T hese views are, alm ost verbatim , identical w ith those 
expressed by the Argus m ore than  half a century ago:
^  “Is it, then, a th ing  to be w ondered a t th a t even in a new city like 
^''■•bourne most of o u r leading m en in business and in professional life are 
etl who were college-bred? B ut let us im agine a State where there  a re  no
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colleges like  the English public  schools, b u t where all things are under the 
bureaucracy of the Central Education D epartm en t . . .  we cannot govern 
Ind ia  and  . . . build  up  a great A ustralia  w ith  m achine-m ade men. . . T here  
is som ething in  college breeding which cannot be got in any o th er way . . . 
rescue o u r colleges from  the maw of the  m achine . . .” (quoted in Sources of 
A ustra lian  H istory, ed. M. Clark, p. 584).
M ore and  m ore public m oney is going to non-Catholic private 
schools a tten d ed  almost exclusively by ch ildren  of the very rich 
o r the well-to-do.
A nd why not? H o lt’s new Federal Cabinet, as M enzies’ before 
it, is m ade up  of m en whose outlook Mas form ed in these exclusive 
schools. O f the 16 C abinet M inisters who gave details of their 
secondary education  in “W ho’s W h o ”, no fewer than  11 attended 
n ine  p riva te  schools (all non-Catholic). T h e  K ing’s and Geelong 
G ram m ar lead w ith two M inisters each; W esley is now down to 
one, b u t still boasts the Prim e M inister. (In  1965, 1.8 m illion 
school ch ild ren  attended  public schools, 476,000 w ent to Rom an 
C atholic  Schools, and  all other private  schools enrolled only 
104,000).
TH E U N K IN D E S T  C U T  of the Q antas strike was the display of 
in d u stria l m ilitancy from  such high-paid, w ell-educated and 
tra in ed  m em bers of the “new class” tha t is supposed to have 
rendered  obsolete no t only social revolution , b u t even social- 
dem ocratic reform ism .
Changes in class structure  certain ly  need m ore study by the 
left. T h e  C om m unist P arty’s d raft 21st Congress docum ents 
suggest th a t the trend  of social developm ent in m odern A ustralia
. . . sets the owners, m anagers and adm inistrators apart from their 
employees and the rest of the nation , includ ing  scientists, technicians, planners 
and  social scientists, edcators and o th er h ighly qualified people essential for 
th e  new and advancing level of the productive forces.
T h e  left is certainly concerned w ith  streng then ing  co-operation 
an d  u n ity  betw een the labor m ovem ent and  intellectuals, white- 
co llar and  professional workers. I t  should, as the Congress docu­
m ents suggest, oppose “p ro le ta rian  sectarianism ” and recognise 
the special con tribu tion  to political debate and  action m ade bv 
the  grow ing  radical m inority  am ong these strata.
T h eo re tica l clarification of this issue is im portan t. T h is should 
be firmly based upon analysis of actual reality, recognising that 
m arx ist theory is a generalisation of concrete social forces tha t 
can and  m ust be objectively m easured and  studied in  the ir m ove­
m ent. T h is  is one very im p o rtan t issue to be discussed before 
an d  at the C om m unist Party  of A ustralia  Congress.
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T h e  Q antas pilo ts’ strike certainly d id  no t express a conscious 
radicalism  or desire to rem ake society, as some over-enthusiastic 
supporters seem to suggest. B ut it d id  express a deep m oving 
and  as yet only inc ip ien t dem and by citizens for access to control 
over the “policy levers which determ ine the ir lives”.
T h ere  is surely some lesson for the Establishm ent, and for 
some on the left, tha t the pilots, w ith a degree of individual 
freedom  of decision given to few employees, found th a t their 
ultim ate  pow er lay in the collective weapon of the strike. I t  is 
perhaps m ore th an  symbolic th a t pilots m et in the Sydney T rades 
Hall.
T h e  left has to develop policies to raise consciousness of m ore 
basic issues contem porary A ustralian  society poses before wage and 
salary workers. T h e  Com m unist Party  hopes its Congress will be 
an opportun ity  for an exchange of views on these issues, and  not 
only w ith in  its ranks. An encouraging degree of in terest and 
critical discussion is already evident.
1967 O PEN ED  w ith the visit of A ir Vice-M arshal N guyen Cao Ky. 
No one in au thority  seemed to be p repared  to say w hat the 
purpose of the visit was, no r w hat its results are.
T h e re  was a great difference betw een this visit and Jo h n so n ’s; 
almost a case of “after the L ord  M ayor’s carriage . . .” “Security” 
was the overw helm ing consideration, w ith thousands of men 
detailed to “p ro tec t” the visitor from  any hostile opinions, and 
hundreds available to assault dem onstrators (w ith the Brisbane 
police predictably  the m ost vicious of all).
I t  w ould be political naivete to deny th a t the visit tu rn ed  out 
b etter than  expected for H o lt and  the w ar party  here. T h is  was 
aided by press reporting , w hich was m ainly gushing nonsense, 
unm arred  by any critical exam ination  of the evasions and ou trigh t 
hes advanced by Ky in reply  to the very few prob ing  questions 
Put to him .
A part from  a handful, the journalists  seemed strangely shy, 
possibly because they were b o u n d  by the ir instructions from  the 
controllers of public opinion, who deliberately  set ou t to  support 
the US w ar in  V ietnam , and  the US puppet, also to advance the ir 
Plans to elect an  ALP leader am enable to th e ir wishes. A  fu rth er 
classic exam ple, were one m ore needed, of the great pow er of the 
Establishm ent w hen it considers it necessary to “swing in to  action”.
. T h e  w hole exercise was phoney, of course. T h e  let-down 
WlU be all the  harder, and it  w ill no t be long in  coming. Ky is 
110 m ore a p a trio t o r a dem ocrat th an  was D iem  or the o th e r nine
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betw een them , nor has he p o p u la r support. H e depends more 
abjectly upon  A m erican pow er th an  D iem  ever did.
W hen  H arry  Stein of T r ib u n e  asked Ky to explain why the 
N ational L iberation  Front contro lled  so m uch territo ry  and  popu­
lation, his answer was: “I d o n ’t th ink  they have control of the 
m ajority  e ither of the land  or the  population . T hey  are deep in 
the jung le , split in small groups. . . So we have pushed them 
now back to the borders, to the jungles. . (SM H , 20/1/67).
N o A ustralian  paper contrad icted  this editorially, yet all the 
evidence shows Ky was deliberately  lying. W ith  fanfare of trum  
pets, two wholly A m erican offensives have been opened recently. 
In  the M ekong delta, the closely settled rice-bowl of V ietnam , with 
5^ m illion  people, the Am ericans are try ing  desperately to smash 
p o p u la r support for the effective N L F governm ent, and  are bog 
ging dow n in the m ud  of the paddy fields and the political swamp 
of p o p u la r support for the NLF. O nly 30 miles from  Saigon, the 
Am ericans suffered their heaviest casualties of the war in  an effort 
to  control the Iro n  T riang le . T h is  cam paign is likely to be as 
com plete a fa ilu re  as “O pera tion  A tte lbo ro” late last year.
O n Jan u ary  24th a bold a ttack  was repo rted  on a US naval 
vessel in the Saigon River.
If these facts were no t enough, the Sydney M orning Herald 
repo rted  th a t even the South East Asian experts in  the US A dm in 
istra tion  w ould only claim a bare  m ajority  control fo r Ky: “At 
the end of 1966, 57 per cent of the p o pu la tion  was u n d er Govern 
m ent control. . . T h e  agonisingly slow progress of the pacification 
program  has been a m ajor d isappo in tm en t in  bo th  Saigon and 
W ashington." (SM H, 23/1/67.)
Ky w'as obviously lying on this crucial question, showing that 
p o p u la r support is for the N LF, dem onstrating  tha t he cannot 
speak for the V ietnam ese people.
T hese facts also cast a different ligh t upon  the w ar situation 
The Americans are not winning, despite all their military superiority 
and their balance o f terror.
T h e  war, costing an astronom ical $20 billion,, is exposing 
basic A m erican m ilitary-political weaknesses. T h e  longer it goes, 
the m ore these weaknesses w ill operate.
T h e  o ther side, of course, is the sickening h o rro r of tfu 
A m erican death  and  devastation w reaked on V ietnam  and  so cyni 
cally excused. T ak e  the justifications advanced for the often 
denied civilian deaths from  bom bing of the N orth . “You can’1 
do this sort of bom bing w ithou t h u r tin g  people. T h e re  a it 
civilians everyw here,” said Mr. Sylvester, re tirin g  Assistant Secre
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tary of Defence for Pub lic  Affairs (Australian, Jan u ary  24th.) 
Civilians are everywhere in  the South, too; napalm , h igh explosive 
and “resettlem ent'' are k illing  thousands and  uproo ting  hundreds 
of thousands in  a ho rrib le  orgy of genocide.
M r. Sylvester also dem oted to second place the p re tex t of 
“N orthern  in filtra tion”; the first purpose of the bom bing  is “to 
invigorate the m orale of the South V ietnam ese” (m eaning Ky and  
his jun ta ). Such is the m oral bankruptcy  of US im perialism .
N o rth ern  bom bing is no t w inning  the war, either. Indeed, 
the Am ericans are paying dearly for this w ar crime. T h e  N o rth  
V ietnam ese anti-aircraft defence, arm ed w ith sophisticated Soviet 
missiles and  advanced conventional systems, is causing increasing 
losses. I t  is described as “ . . . w hat the Air Force already calls the 
most fearsome air defence of any war. . .” A nd up-to-date M iG ’s 
are flying in  increasing num bers over Vietnamese skies.
SECONDARY AS IT  IS to th e ir own heroic struggle, worlcl-wide 
support for the Vietnam ese people  is essential for th e ir victory. 
Never has US political isolation been m ore obvious, and w orld 
opinion is shifting still m ore against its im perialist aggression. 
U T h a n t’s latest and firmest declaration  reflects this.
M aterial support from  the socialist countries is growing, w ith 
the Soviet U nion  supplying the most vital needs fo r defence of 
the Dem ocratic R epublic of V ietnam . W orld  wide p o p u la r sup­
port for V ietnam , in which A ustra lian  protests are not un im p o rtan t, 
are con tinu ing  to  grow. In  A ustralia, the national division is as 
deep as ever. T h e  left needs to  w ork ou t m ethods of broad  mass 
cam paigning, avoiding any tendency to tu rn  inw ards or concen­
trate on ju s t one m ethod in  the  struggle to pu ll A ustralia  ou t of 
V ietnam . A new stage ,of grassroot answer to the governm ent’s 
wa r propaganda, and exp lana tion  of the issues, appears urgently  
needed.
A t this decisive stage in  the  Vietnam ese war, the divisions in 
the in te rn a tio n a l com m unist m ovem ent and  the socialist w orld are 
an in to lerab le  burden, affording US im perialism  room  to m an­
oeuvre by preventing solidarity  of action by all anti-im perialist 
forces. O u trig h t Chinese re jec tion  of the appeal fo r common 
action is the m ain obstacle.
T H IS  B U R D E N  is incalculably w eightier since the  latest events 
tn  C hina, events w hich have paralysed Chinese diplom acy and  
Worsened its egocentrism. M ore, they are  causing g reat dam age 
to p roduction  and  to socialist relations, dam age no t easily caught
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up. T h e  d isunity  officially— and artificially— set in tra in  by the 
“cu ltu ral revo lu tion" will no t be easily overcome, w hatever the 
outcom e of the pow er struggle.
Events in  C hina are  still only too obscure. Doubtless there 
are exaggerations and distortions by the daily press, interested in 
anti-C hina cam paigning. However, there are enough hard  facts 
to show the serious divisions and the dangerous departures from  
socialist theory  and  practice.
Since 1957, there has been the ill-fated “G reat L eap”, the 
reversal of dom estic and foreign policies decided by the V U Ith  
Congress of the C om m unist Party  of the N ational Peoples’ 
Congress, C h in a ’s parliam ent. T h e  Chinese leaders have moved 
in  stages from  official agreem ent w ith  the 1960 D eclaration  of 81 
Parties to com plete rejection, and  have lifted  the ir differences 
w ith the CPSU to the level of vio lent hostility  to  v irtually  every 
o ther C om m unist Party, and  establishm ent 'of sp lin ter groups 
w herever they can. Party  and  socialist democracy is tram pled  on, 
m oving from  breaching  the party  constitu tion  to suppression of 
newspapers, suspension of education, closing of the  Young Com ­
m unist League and  dismissal of the elected trade un ion  leadership.
T h e  colossal dangers in  such a situation  are obvious. One 
ray of hope still shines; the divisions w ith in  the party  and nation 
are so deep th a t they m ust reflect v ital social and  political forces 
w hich are striv ing  to overcome the degeneration  of the T h o u g h t 
of M ao T se-tung, and  for a re tu rn  to scientific socialism and 
realistic policies. Even if two qualifications are m ade— that forces 
hostile to socialism could use the chaos, and  th a t victory for those 
opposing the p resen t leading g roup  w ould no t necessarily remove 
all the M aoist d istortions im m ediately— this provides g round for 
some optim ism  in  an otherwise wholly d ishearten ing  and  dangerous 
situation.
C ertain ly  all the friends of C hina, and  the in ternational 
com m unist m ovem ent first, m ust do all in  the ir pow er to help  
the g reat Chinese C om m unist Party  back to scientific socialism 
and  to fra te rn a l com m unist relations.
T h is  is in  uie interests of the  strugg le  against im perialism  
and  the US w ar on the V ietnam ese people. I t  is in  the interests 
of p reven ting  w orld  w ar, and it  is in  A ustra lia’s na tional interests, 
already harm ed  by 17 years of the anti-C hina policy and by the 
US th reats to w iden the w ar and  drag  A ustralia  in to  such a 
catastrophic crim e.
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Malcolm TWO YEARS OF 
Salmon ESCALATION
T rib u n e  journalist and correspondent in Vietnam  1958-60, 
discusses the results of the US policy of escalation over 
the past two years dnd fu tu re  prospects in the war.
T H E  XM AS-NEW  YEAR P E R IO D  of 1966-67 will certainly hold  
a special place in the po litical history of the V ietnam  war, w hen 
that history comes to be w ritten . For this was the m om ent when, 
largely th rough  the reports of an A m erican journalist, the dem and 
for an unconditional end to the bom bing  of N orth  V ietnam  took 
on life an d  color for m illions of people th roughou t the capitalist 
world.
W ith  the despatches from  H anoi of H arrison  E. Salisbury, 
an assistant m anaging ed ito r of the N ew  York Times, and th e ir 
exposure of the real consequences of the bom bing, this dem and 
has sorted itself ou t from  all o th e r dem ands as the card inal 
im m ediate step to be taken if the conflict is to be b rough t to an 
end. T h e  ending of the bom bing of N orth  V ietnam  will not in 
itself b ring  peace. B ut con tin u a tio n  of the bom bing guarantees 
the prolongation  and intensification of the conflict.
T h e  dram atic  strengthening  of the dem and for this first step 
“de-escalation" in V ietnam  has come alm ost exactly two years 
after the beginning of escalation— the latest, most feverish and  
most m urderous phase of US V ietnam  policy. Escalation— the 
involvem ent of massive num bers of US troops in d irect com bat in 
South V ietnam  and, from  February  7, 1965, the continuous bom b- 
’’■'S of the territory  of the D em ocratic R epublic of V ietnam  in 
vlhe no rth —was itself the child  of failure.
f t is all too easily forgotten  (largely because it reflects the 
Higlorious evolution of the A m erican position) th a t the pre- 
escalation US stand, adhered  to for a decade, was tha t US m ilitary  
^ e n  were to take no p a rt in the fighting bu t were sim ply con­
cerned to “advise” the arm ed forces of the South V ietnam ese client 
regime. In  December, 1964, on the eve of escalation, there  were
9
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ju st 23,000 such advisers in  South V ietnam . B ut the developm ents 
of the  early weeks of 1965 were such th a t the US could no longer 
afford the luxury  of this m easure of detachm ent. Escalation had 
the p la in  purpose of p reventing  the politico-m ilitary collapse 
of the Saigon regime, and  an end  to  the war, which were 
im m inen t a t th a t time.
A ll the varied  justifications advanced for the bom bing of 
N o rth  V ietnam  cannot h ide the essential fact tha t in its origin 
it was prim arily  designed to salvage the m orale of the  Saigon 
regim e. (T h e  statem ent of tha t you th fu l ghoul, A ir Vice-Marshal 
Ky, th a t the day the US began to  bom b the no rth  was “the 
happiest day in  my life” accurately expresses this political tru th .)
T h e  bom bing of N orth  V ietnam  continues to be prim arily  
a function  of US policy in the south. I t  is not, and never has 
been, p rim arily  designed to p reven t the passage of m en and 
supplies from  the no rth  since these have never been anyth ing  but 
secondary elem ents in the war in  the south.
Some figures give a no tion  of the m agnitude of the assault 
by the w orld’s m ost pow erful im perialism  in the period of escala­
tion on a poor and economically backw ard nation  of 30 m illion 
souls. T h e  total of US arm ed forces in  South V ietnam — army, 
m arines, a ir force and  navy—has now  (January  1967) reached
460,000, nearing  the peak figure of the Korea war. T h e  US 
m agazine Newsweek  wrote (D ecem ber 5):
A dditional troops are currently  flowing in to  the country at the ra te  of 15,000 
to 17,000 a m onth  and there is no sign yet of an early slackening in th a t rate. 
Indeed, as of now the only lim itations on the size of the US build-up in 
V ietnam  would appear to be domestic political considerations and the question 
of how' m any G I’s the  Vietnamese economy can tolerate w ithout collapsing.
As for the a ir war, the presen t daily average of missions 
against the n o rth  is 130 to 150, each w ith one to five aircraft- 
Nazi G erm any reached a m onthly  record of 12,000 individual 
a ircraft sorties against B rita in  d u rin g  the Second W orld  W ar. 
T h e  Am ericans are flying m ore than  24,000 a m onth  over both 
N orth  and  South Vietnam .
C oncerning the effectiveness o f this m onstrous pattern of 
aggression, a w ell-inform ed supporter o f the US, D enis W arner, 
has w ritten  (M elbourne Herald, D ecem ber 23): “ • • • there' is 
n oth in g  about the situation to suggest that victory is apprecia y 
closer than it was five years, or even one year, ago.”
W hence comes the strength  th a t is effectively c o m b a t i n g  this 
titan ic  onslaught? T h e  Vietnam ese pow er to resist is w itno 
a dou b t the  most glorious political phenom enon in  the Pr(-se _ 
day world. B ertrand  Russell’s tr ib u te  to the people of V ie/ lt 
could be echoed by friends of peace and freedom  everyw
10
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Russell said, at the N ovem ber 16 press conference in  London 
w h ic h  launched his proposed V ietnam  W ar Crimes T rib u n a l:
I can  re c a l l m any wars. I cannot recall a people so torm ented, yet so devoid 
of the failings of their torm entors . . .  I have no memory of any people so 
e n d u r in g , or of any nation with a sp irit of resistance so unquenchable.
W hether the Vietnam ese pow er to resist is dem onstrated  in 
the unabated  m ilitary struggle of the N ational L iberation  F ron t 
in the south, o r in the no less courageous and superbly ingenious 
fight against the air war in the north , it springs from  a p opu lar 
moral and political unity, and  an attachm ent to independence, 
without peer in the m odern  world. I t was this unity  and  a ttach ­
ment to independence which b rough t the Saigon regim e to the 
threshold of collapse in the  beg inn ing  of 1965. I t  is also the 
guarantee of the success of the V ietnam ese cause.
A high official of the D em ocratic R epublic of V ietnam  once 
pointed out to me the rem arkably  hom ogeneous character of his 
people’s history. T h e  Vietnam ese identity  was historically form ed 
in resistance to the aggression of feudal China. T h e  m odern 
Vietnamese nation  was form ed in  the process of resisting French 
aggression. T h e  national en tity  of V ietnam , which for historical 
reasons has been m ore strongly form ed in the no rth  than  in the 
south, is com ing fully in to  being in resistance to the aggression 
of the US in South V ietnam  today.
T he goal of Vietnam ese struggle is national independence, 
the right to develop Vietnam ese society unfettered  by foreign 
interference. Seeking independence, the Vietnamese act w ith 
^oependence in the process of th e ir struggle. T h e  hoary slander 
°  Peking dom ination” of V ietnam ese policy (Sir R obert M enzies’ 
1 ownward th rust of Chinese com m unism ”) has taken a severe 
eating in recent times, as the Chinese leaders have become ever 
°re deeply em broiled in the ir “cu ltu ra l revo lu tion” in-fighting, 
to l h as unfolded a series of b rillian t d ip lom atic initiatives
bu the war, of w hich the decision to adm it H arrison  Salis-
fo 1S only one- T h e  care taken  by the V ietnam ese leaders to 
strSit,er Rood relations w ith the Soviet U nion is perhaps the most 
le a ,.ln§ proof of their firm independence of the present Chinese 
ln§ group, w ith its obsessive anti-Sovietism.
also ^  should  also be said th a t w ith in  this independence there is 
Libe ** **" were> another: the independence of the N ational 
t)e ratl°n  Front of South V ietnam  vis-a-vis the governm ent of the 
a§ain>Crat' c R epublic of V ietnam . T h e  charge of “tool of H an o i” 
qUarst the F ron t ought to be seen to be false from  the heroic 
y ° f the  fighting m en of the  NLF: no force on earth  could 
an „ 11160 fight in th a t way in  o rder to im plem ent the will of 
outswle interest.
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B ut above all the charge cannot stand up  to  historical examin 
ation: the  course of the ir country’s history has m eant that region 
alism as betw een northerners and  southerners is a qu ite  significani 
elem ent in  V ietnam ese politics— northerners simply could not sue 
ceed in organising a m ovem ent in  the south tha t ran  counter to 
the will of a significant section of southerners. T h e  difference in 
flags and  program s between the socialist governm ent in North 
V ietnam  and  the national-dem ocratic N L F are no m ere device: 
they express the differing stages of revolutionary  developm ent in 
the two halves of the country.
T h e  “counter-escalation” w hich has no doub t taken place over 
the past two years, w ith the entry of N o rth  Vietnamese forces into 
South V ietnam , w ould certainly have been agreed w ith the NLP 
beforehand  in all its details, and  w ould have taken place in the 
m anner and to the extent desired by the Front.
In  any case, the N orth  Vietnam ese m ilitary  presence in  South 
V ietnam  rem ains distinctly ancillary and  geographically limited. 
W estern estimates of the strength  of this presence vary according 
to propaganda exigencies.
T hus, the Christian Science M onitor wrote on August 6: 
“Overall, N o rth  V ietnam ese com prise between 15 and 20% of the 
total com m unist m ilitary  strength  in  the south .” T h e  same r e p o r t  
gave the to tal N L F strength  as 282,000, suggesting the n u m b e r  
of “infiltra to rs” from  N orth  V ietnam  would be between 42,300 
and  56,400.
But by October, things had  changed. President de Gaujle> 
in a speech in the C am bodian capital, Phnom  Penh, had call# 
for the w ithdraw al of US troops, and  W ashington had counter#  
w ith an offer tha t US troops w ould be w ithdraw n if Nort  ̂
V ietnam ese troops were also. In  grave disquiet, a Saigon oflit13 
told the US News and World Report (O ctober 10):
W e would not last six m onths w ithout the Americans. In terms of m anP?Wr̂ ji 
the Allies would be taking away som ething like 350,000 men. T he 
V ietnam ese have only about 40,000 here, o r about one-seventh of the 
com m unist personnel. A drop in the bucket . . .
T h e re  seems little  reason not to accept this estimate, wim'f? 
from  a Saigon politic ian  in a m om ent of tru th .
T h e  massive Am erican m ilitary onslaught has exacted a hea^, 
toll in blood and treasure in  both South and N orth  Vietnam- ( 
can they still express the ir confidence in  victory? W ilfred  Bure 
has w ritten  (National Guardian, New York, Novem ber 5): _
“Final victory” is not conceived as w iping ou t all Americans on S outh  ^ (a| 
namese soil o r  throwing all Americans in to  the sea, still less imposing pront 
m ilitary defeat on the US. It means th a t the National L iberation ' tejiite 
leadership is confident that it can smash every offensive the US and its
12
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forces m ount, th a t it can defeat every m ilitary  and political manoeuvre, that 
it can impose heavy losses on enem y troops on a sharply rising scale, that it 
can continue to defend and enlarge the territory  and population under its 
control; that in the end the US will see th a t there is no alternative bu t to 
pack up and go home.
T h e phrase “impose heavy losses on enemy troops on a sharply 
rising scale” is w orth a m om ent’s exam ination. T h ere  can be no 
doubt that escalation has aborted  the transition  from  the stage of 
balance of forces in  the V ietnam ese liberation  war to  the stage 
of counter-offensive. W h at the Am ericans have achieved in  fact 
in two years of escalation is to  “freeze” the war in the stage of 
balance of forces, denying the libera tion  armies the chance of 
victory in m ilitary counter-offensive b u t unab le  to move to such 
a stage themselves.
T h e  question of the strategy to be adopted  by the liberation  
forces has certainly been the subject of heated debate am ong the 
Vietnamese and am ong their closest friends in  the in ternational 
arena. T here  seems little d o u b t th a t the  Chinese have counselled 
a wholesale reversion to guerrilla  w ar in face of the Am erican 
build-up. Incidentally, such a step w ould have m eant a lessening 
of the Vietnamese need for sophisticated m ilitary  equ ipm ent such 
as fhe Soviet U nion  alone can supply. B ut this proposal has been 
resisted by the Vietnamese, w ith Soviet backing.
W hat appears to exist in  South V ietnam  at present is a un ique 
combination of m obile w arfare an d  guerrilla  warfare, coinciding 
•tn the actual situation of the  country, w ith guerrilla  w arfare 
owing a recent tendency to predom inate . T h e  “sharply rising 
t. a e referred to in  the B urchett passage w ould seem to indicate 
m b ’i leaders certainly contem plate a fu tu re  stage a t which
e w arfare would assume greater weight.
Ph e every o ther war, the V ietnam  w ar is a politico-m ilitary 
n.?m.enon- W hen the w ar ends, as end  it will, politics will weigh 
the ^ l1?  balance. T h e  political u n ity  of the Vietnamese, and 
refu i suPPort for them , even in  the conditions of the obdura te  
in a °f the Chinese leaders to take jo in t socialist-camp action 
pu ttjPl3° r t of V ietnam , w ill play the key p a rt in  achieving peace. 
isolat - ^ 11 an° th e r  way, the p resen t crushing m ilitary  and  political 
m en t'°n pf U"* anc  ̂ *ts supporters, includ ing  the H olt Govern- 
PolitiV i on !y he* aggravated w ith  the passage of time. T h e  
realities of the V ietnam ese n a tion  will prevail.
ab lyT ^e f° rnier A ustralian  dip lom at, Gregory Clark, in  a rem ark-
P rceptive essay in  Fact, D ecem ber 16 has w ritten:
*'e onC(f S.SuC exam ple of how ineffective overwhelm ing m ilitary strength can 
SUPpom  ; e guerrillas have passed th is “critical p o in t” (in m obilising popular 
°Untrv h S|1 Cr*a ' Here the French, by pouring  m en and arms in to  the 
• ad reduced the  guerrilla  num bers to a m ere 5000. But in th e  process
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cf so doing, they had so antagonised the  civilian population  th a t they eventually 
realised th a t even if the guerrillas were com pletely imm obilised they (the 
French) would still be unable to control the country. T hey had no alternative 
bu t to w ithdraw .
Review ing the settlem ent of the C uban  missile crisis of 1962, 
the only recent in ternational crisis of dim ensions com parable with 
the V ietnam  war, the th ing  th a t strikes one is its aspect of 
am biguity. Four years after the settlem ent, the question of “Who 
won?” in  C uba is still the subject of debate. Supporters of the 
socialist cause see victory in  the con tinued  existence of socialist 
Cuba, w hile the upholders of the U n ited  States position see their 
victory confirm ed by the rem oval of the  Soviet missiles. Can we 
expect a sim ilar am biguity to hover a round  the eventual Vietnam 
settlem ent? I t  seems at least likely. I t  seems tha t a settlem ent of 
such an “am biguous” character alone corresponds to the exigencies 
of the presen t delicate world pow er balance.
B ut nuclear balance of te rro r o r no, social progress will find 
its way forw ard. Ju s t as the con tinued  life and  activity of the 
revolu tionary  C uban governm ent is q u ite  unam biguous, so too 
m ust be the reality  of the independence of South V ietnam  which 
will em erge from  the war, even if it be slowly and  in  stages.
W hen  in  his January  interview  w ith  H arrison  Salisbury, the 
Prem ier of the D em ocratic R epublic  of V ietnam , Pham  Van Dong, 
used the words “we will be generous in re la tion  to peace terms 
at the eventual peace talks”, he was addressing m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  
South V ietnam ese politicians as m uch as anybody else.
T h e  two years of escalation have been years of b a r b a r o u s  
assault on the people of V ietnam , south  and  north , two years o 
im perialist infamy, of reckless challenge to w orld peace, of a  r e v iv a  
of reactionary  forces around  the globe who see in  the e s c a l a t i o n  
of the V ietnam  w ar the advance signs of the w ar against the s o c ia l is  
world, to  which th e ir m isan thropic  aspirations are so c lo s e  y 
wedded.
B ut they have also been years of unm atched  glory in  the history 
of the people of V ietnam , banner-bearers in  the w orld of the six 
for the cause of national libera tion  an d  social progress, and  y L ^  
of a m ighty  and grow ing p o p u la r struggle against the polici 
aggression in  the U n ited  States, A ustralia  and other countries.
tke
T h e  second anniversary of escalation in  V ietnam  sees  ̂
policy of escalation recognised by m ore  hum an  beings tha:^evjce 
before as the barbarous, reckless, self-defeating aggressive ^ aS 
th a t it is. I t  is a m om ent for A ustralians, whose gpvernme/ \ e 0f 
m ade o u r country  a party  to this g reatest in ternational cri 
ou r times, to  salute the dauntless people of V ietnam  j efeat. 
foiled ihe policy of escalation and  w ill eventually  b ring  it to
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DISCUSSION:
r u r a l  m e c h a n i s a t i o n
W H IL E  useful discussions have been 
held by some trade unions and one 
political party  (the Com munist Party  
of Australia) about the effects of 
scientific and technological changes 
on em ploym ent and incomes, these 
have dealt m ainly with the m ining, 
transport (sea and rail), m eat, bu ild ­
ing and several o ther industries.
T his brief study, however, will deal 
with technical advance in one of Aus­
tralia’s largest ru ra l industries, the 
growing of sugar cane. W hat is h ap ­
pening here, together with m odern 
methods of crushing cane and of load­
ing sugar in bulk—the la tte r has al­
ready decim ated waterside em ploym ent 
>n many coastal towns in Q ueensland 
is an answer to those who say th a t 
technological change will not adverse- 
y affect employment.
In addition to m echanisation a t a 
three stage level—the canefields, mills 
a'1('  bulk loaders — other radical 
c anges are occurring at w hat could 
e called the cane root level in the 
*uS*r industry th a t a few years back 
inH' k °ast of affecting, directly or 
s. the em ploym ent of one
°f Q ueensland’s workers.
th ^  hat follows will make it clear th a t 
and °ane cu tte r with  his big knife 
ari(l a Perpetual ache in his shoulders 
, a will soon be no more.
is s u L Cfi th a t is a good or bad th ing  
has , u ous for the  canecutter’s fate 
a ready been determ ined.
five r  num *5er ° f  harvesters has risen 
three*”168 r̂om  to 821 in the  last 
^ears. and the  am ount of cane 
nically harvested increased over
the same period from 8.7 pe r cent, to 
39.1 per cent, of the total crop. In  
term s of tonnage this m eant 1.1 m il­
lion tons m echanically cut in  1962 and 
5.3 m illion tons m echanically cu t in 
1965.
T h e  fast growing use of m echanical 
harvesters, m ost loading also being 
done by machines, has affected the 
em ploym ent of m anual cane cutters 
to the ex ten t th a t while 7516 were 
cu tting  du rin g  the  1963 “peak” period 
their num ber has fallen to 5872 in 
the  1965 “peak”.
C anecutters of tomorrow, and there 
will be fa r less of them  th an  previous­
ly, will be as far removed from those 
cutters im m ortalised in  book and 
verse as the  wharfies of the  fu tu re  will 
be from those of today.
For the  Colonial Sugar Refining 
Com pany (1965 ne t profit $13 m illion) 
w hich finances, m ills and refines m uch 
of th e  sugar crop, as well as setting 
th e  hom e price, several o th er big m il­
lers and some of the  bigger farm ers, 
the  sugar industry  is a highly p ro ­
fitable one.
B ut profit m aking, p lann ing  of em ­
ploym ent (including looking after 
those displaced from  jobs) and u tili­
sation of one industry as the base to 
develop others, ju st d o n ’t m ix except 
on the  odd occasion w hen such a m ix­
tu re  can bring  the  like  of Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company new^and big­
ger profits.
T h e  changing n a tu re  of the  sugai 
industry  has been known for some 
tim e to CSR the k ing p in  in it. CSR 
has been diversifying its operations 
and , as the  saying goes, is in every­
th in g  b u t th e  kitchen sink. For m ore
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on this see Pete T hom as’ study of 
CSR—The B ig Crush.
But the m any people who in one 
way or an o th er depend on the sugar 
industry fo r a livelihood cannot d i­
versify their jobs, m uch less their 
homes and families. T h e  situation in 
this im portan t ru ral industry, like that 
in  some o th er industries, makes gov­
ernm ent control an urgent m atter.
T h ere  is a very strong case for the 
nationalisation of CSR as the  starting  
p o in t to b ring  em ploym ent stability 
and p lann ing  of developm ent to the 
sugar industry. N ationalisation would 
allow CSR’s refineries and mills to 
operate  as public  enterprise groups.
CSR is enormous; profits and the 
high charges m ade by the company 
could be p loughed back in to  a fund 
to lift standards of the sm aller cane 
farm ers and the field and m ill 
workers.
W ith in  such a fram ework it should 
be possible to find o th er em ploym ent 
in  the  industry  for those displaced 
and to act towards establishing badly 
needed secondary industries, including 
those based on cane by-products, in 
N orth  Queensland.
In any event, a start m ust be m ade 
somewhere to protect the  workers 
in this big ru ra l industry from the 
double edged th rea t of displacem ent, 
and the  grow th of th e  contracting 
system, w ith th e  la tte r already lead­
ing to  the worsening of wages and 
w'orking conditions for those employed 
by the contractors.
R o n  Br o w n
U N IO N ISM  O N  T H E  CHEAP?
PA T CLANCY’S article in ALR No.
2 gave m uch to th ink  about. All 
unions are faced with the  problem
of surging costs, bu t we also seem to 
try to conduct unionism  in Australia 
on the  cheap.
In  E urope the average unionist pays 
som ething like an h o u r’s pay for a 
week’s un ion  dues—about $1 a week, 
$13 a q u arte r, or $52 a year. A ustra­
lian dues for tradesm en are about 
30 cents a week, $4 a q u a rte r  o r  $16 
a year.
Cheap unionism  makes for ineffici­
ency and in the end tells against the 
workers themselves, 
i
T h e  creation of labor councils, 
federations w ithin an industry and 
finally am algam ations, is a recognition 
of the need for im provem ent by some 
form  of rationalisation of thought, 
action, m anpow er and equipm ent. 
Some unions have felt the im pact of 
m odern technological developm ent in 
post-w ar Australia and have to a lim i­
ted ex ten t stream lined their business 
affairs.
But, by  and large, it can be said 
that the A ustralian trade unions oper­
ate w ith  1900 vintage, horse-and-buggy  
m eth o d s in a 1966 space age.
Employers have amalgam ated 
th rough  form s of closer organisation 
such as em ployers’ federations and 
cham bers of m anufactures. T hey have, 
as a class of profit makers, combined 
to face the organisations of the 
w orkers w ith a un ited  front.
For §ome considerable tim e ahead, 
and even afte r industria l unionism  is 
achieved in some industries, the closer 
organisations of the  unions such as 
labor councils, will be needed to  get 
common thought and action. A t p re­
sent these are by and large represented 
in  th e ir leadership by un ion officials 
from  the  sm aller craft unions.
In M elbourne T rades Hall Council
1,000 affiliated m em bers en title  a 
un ion to  four delegates—the m axim um  
a union can have under current rules,
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\  bigger un ion  paying affiliations Ijor
6,000 or up to 12,000 financial m em ­
bers, is still represented by only four 
delegates. H ardly  a democratic rep re­
sentation.
One result is th a t the leadership of 
the TH C  reflects in its leading com­
mittees the  outlook of craft unionism , 
and a belief in the  support of a rb i­
tration and legally based wages and 
working conditions as an assistant to 
trade unionism ’s growth and develop­
ment.
I see the need to give rights to the 
smaller unions whilst they precarious­
ly exist (m odern m ethods will even­
tually banish the  craft, as w ith the 
stonemason and the cooper, and the 
craft union will w ither away).
But I also see the urgent need for 
the larger, m ore powerful unions to 
have a bigger voice in the direction 
organisations such as labor councils 
must take to satisfy the workers’ 
demands. And along with this, I be­
lieve, m ust go h igher union dues.
Is the aim  of am algam ation to keep 
unionism cheap and improve the 
service by rationalisation of m an­
power and equipm ent? O r should we 
also have h igher union dues to p ro ­
vide still b e tte r quality  trade
unionism?
C o l in  W il l m a n
A M A LG A M A TIO N  AND 
F R A G M E N T A T IO N
CLANCY is only one of a num - 
er of un ion  officials of late who have 
expressed opinions on the growing 
need for a com plete re-organisation 
the A ustralian trade union move­
ment.
T h e s e  views have been expressed 
} people as widely divergent in their 
Vle" 's  as Short of the  Federated Iron­
w orkers’ Association, a  righ t winger, 
Egerton of the  Q ueensland T rades 
and Labor Council, and Clancy a 
com m unist. All have stressed the  need 
for am algam ation of sm aller unions 
in to  larger units.
B ut m ere agglom eration will solve 
no th ing—not even the problem  of 
un ion  adm inistration  o r economics. 
T h e  real need is for unions to  spe­
cialise—not in a narrow  craft m anner 
b u t on an industry wide basis.
It is true  th a t the  problem  in Pat 
Clancy’s own industry is the  relative­
ly sim ple one of am algam ation— that 
is if we ju st consider the  industrial 
organisation of the construction in ­
dustry.
If, however, we consider seriously 
the  problem  of the  build ing  of in ­
dustrial unions, it is obvious that, 
along with am algam ation there  is a 
certain  am ount of what, for w ant of 
a bette r word, we could call “frag­
m en ta tio n ”.
For example: if this suggested “in ­
d ustrialisa tion” of unions is to be a 
success then  it m ust e ither start w ith 
o r  include a t an early stage the  basic 
and m onopoly controlled industries. 
W hen we th ink  of basic industries 
and m onopoly control we th ink  au to­
m atically of the  steel industry. T he 
basic union in this industry  is the 
union a t present known as the Fed­
erated  Ironworkers, and w hether we 
like it o r not, w hether we like the 
present leadership and policies of the 
F.I.A., this is the  base from  which 
should be bu ilt the  fu tu re  Steel­
workers’ Industrial Union of Australia.
If  we accept this premise, we m ust 
also accept the  fact th a t a  considerable 
n u m b er of m em bers of Com rade 
Clancy’s organisation, th a t is, all those 
engaged on m aintenance as distinct 
from  those engaged on construction 
or re-construction, would be then  ab­
sorbed in to  such a Steelworkers’
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U nion, as w ould all o th er tradesm en, 
office workers, canteen staffs, etc., em­
ployed in th is industry. At the  same 
tim e those F.I.A. m em bers employed 
in industries outside the  basic steel 
industries would be absorbed into 
o ther industria l unions.
I envisage th a t ship construction 
and rep air would be organised as one 
industria l union, forging and heavy 
engineering as ano ther and rig h t on 
through the  whole gam ut of A ustra­
lian industries.
In some industries where there is 
no t so m uch overlapping, there 
w ould be very little  of this fragm en­
tation and it would be a “sim ple” 
case of am algam ation.
In  practice it is no t proving quite  
so sim ple. In  th e  m odern m aritim e 
industry, ships of 50,000 tons are now 
on the coast w ith crews of less than 
40 m en. T hese  crews belong to seven 
different unions.
T o  form  th e  m aritim e industry into 
one organisation th a t would cover 
every w orker employed afloat on every 
ship, tug, barge, dredge, oil rig, launch 
or boat in every river, harbour, port 
o r wherever the  A ustralian flag is 
carried on overseas ships, would en­
hance th e  collective bargain ing power 
of these workers m any times over. 
But in spite of the  obvious advan­
tages of such a cohesive organisation, 
such a m aritim e industria l union 
seems as rem ote as ever.
Historically, I believe it was the 
Rom ans, some 2,000 years ago who 
form ulated the  slogan “Divide and 
R u le”, b u t no doub t shrewd slave 
owners were using the tactic long be­
fore R om ulus and Remus. It is still 
the  basic tenet of bosses today. It is 
obvious th a t m ore on this vital sub­
ject is needed.
In th is regard L e ft  Review  could 
assist by recounting  th e  historical
lessons th a t are to be learn t from  the 
great struggles to bu ild  industrial 
unionism  in  th e  U nited  States in the 
bloody struggles of the  1930s.
A r t h u r  E . W il s o n .
A G E N E R A L  M O T O R S 
T O W N  PLAN?
ROY NELSON in “Cities for the 
F u tu re” (A.L.R. No. 4) contends that 
forecasting techniques of traffic con­
su ltan ts simply construct a future 
based on existing trends which, as he 
says, is "hard ly  p lann ing”.
H e advances the  radical alternative 
m ethod  of evolving first a town plan 
w ith "m axim um  accessibility con­
venience and m obility minimising 
capital investm ent in transport net­
works—w hile re ta in ing  the desired 
residential densities.” A transportation 
study on such a basis, he  says, would 
give very different results. So far 
so good.
N ext questions then are: W hat sort 
of town plan? W hat are the  "desired  
densities” of housing?
If we are to m inim ise transport 
costs “ including tim e costs” what 
results will this have on  the  propor­
tion  between transport-on-rails an<! 
m oto r vehicle transport? Citizens as 
well as experts m ust answer these 
questions, bu t there  are experts and 
experts.
W e will use o u r space for a f6'"' 
thoughts on the  “bad” experts wh° 
use th e ir skills a t the  service of big 
industries so th a t the  obstacles and  
challenge confronting the  "good 
ones who genuinely have the  interest 
of the  people a t heart can be better 
understood.
Nelson throws interesting doubts ° n 
th e  validity of com puter tech n iq u e  
of big American traffic consultant
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firms. But there  are o ther even m ore 
serious doubts. ,
W ilbur Smith and Associates, the 
world-wide U.S. firm of traffic consul­
tants working here in conjunction 
with an A ustralian firm, have so far 
perm itted the public  to see only a 
summary of their survey and analysis 
section of the  $850,000 report for 
M elbourne. T h e  study-m anager of 
this survey is American M arshall 
M. Rich.
In 1964 Mr. Rich delivered a paper 
on traffic survey laws to a symposium 
“Living with the  M otor C ar” organised 
by the Royal Autom obile Club of 
Victoria, attended not only by 
Ministers and departm ent heads bu t 
international traffic experts.
Mr. R ich’s paper was based on a 
book called F uture H ighw ays and  
Urban G row th  which had been 
prepared by his firm of W ilbur Smith 
under commission from the A uto­
mobile M anufacturing Association of 
USA.
Mr. R ich’s 1966 sum m ary for 
Melbourne forecasts w ithin 20 years 
express bus services on freeways” and 
the new freeway systems are to “vary 
between 250 and 350 miles in length ."
Now "express bus services on free- 
* aVs is definitely a General Motors 
Poration idea. In  fact a film 
Produced by GMC was shown a t the 
p-pV  symposium soft-selling an 
eabora te  system called “m etro-
obility" w ith bus-trains, “interchange
ations” b u ilt above the freeways, 
t n special bus-lanes for reversible 
c in the  centre of the  freeways.
If one wants to see w hat Australian 
c' t' es l°°k  like in 20 or 
all ^ears tim e if present trends are 
s, .'Ve<̂  to continue, one need only to 
V Los Angeles, San Francisco or 
{(**‘*lngton, because such cities are 
Ca equivalent in population , high 
th ensity an^  low housing density to 
cities o u r children may live in.
For proof th a t in such US cities 
private  autom obiles even if supple­
m ented by autobuses have long since 
been shown to be a failure for home- 
to-work journeys read G. S. W heeler 
(C om m unist R eview , Jan ., 1966). Yet 
W ilbu r Smith and Associates, who 
m ust know full well th e  disastrously 
extravagant consequences are delib­
erately forecasting “systems” for 
M elbourne th a t have already spelt 
tragedy in America!
It is h a rd  to escape th e  conclusion 
th a t W’ilb u r Sm ith’s interests are those 
of General M otors-Holden and Ford. 
T hey  don’t care w hat happens to our 
cities in 20 o r 30 years provided, in 
the  m eantim e, several m illion m ore 
cars are sold.
W e cannot tru st such “experts” to 
draw plans for the people’s needs. N or 
can we trust the  L iberal Governm ents. 
Last Ju n e  V ictorian Local Govern­
m en t M inister H am er appoin ted  the 
chief p lanner of the Sydney C um ber­
land County scheme M r. R. D. L. 
Frazer as C hairm an of the  Victorian 
Tow n and C ountry P lann ing  Board.
W ith  a great flourish from  the  daily 
press, H am er ordered Frazer to p re­
p are  a  scheme for satellite cities for 
M elbourne. T h ere  was talk  of 10 such 
satellites each w ith a popu lation  of
100,000 or so and w ithin 30 m iles of 
M elbourne. T o  prevent endless sub­
u rb ia , there  was to be a green belt 
between M elbourne and its satellites.
No m atter w hat efforts were to  be 
m ade to establish industries in  such 
satellites to m ake them  “ independen t” 
they w ould inevitably tu rn  in to  m ain ­
ly “dorm itory cities” because they 
w ould be too close to M elbourne to 
overcome th e  m agnet of such a highly 
diversified industrial and cultural 
centre. Com m uting betw een the  satel­
lites and M elbourne on a mass scale 
w ould be inevitable.
Actually, coupled w ith the W ilbur 
Sm ith freeway scheme, the  effect
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would be to aggravate and m ultiply 
all the worst headaches of a genuine 
town p lanner, equivalent to pushing 
the  newer o u ter suburbs some miles 
fu rth e r out, th u s m aking the housing 
density lower still and increasing all 
developm ent costs — road, transport, 
reticulation  of all services with 
fu rth er deterioration  of public  tran s­
port,
M elbourne’s “spraw l” already near 
a world record, w ould be “spraw lier” 
still! T h e  o u ter suburbs can be reach­
ed effectively only by car, and m any 
a young couple, setting u p  hom e are 
com m itted to a car-to-work travel for 
life, condem ning m any a housewife 
incidentally to a car-less im m obile 
sterile type of life.
Every worker should be en titled  to 
a family car, b u t  its m ain  purpose 
should be visiting, recreation, cam ping, 
maybe some shopping, b u t not hom e- 
to-work journeys,
A free-way based, 30-mile-away sa t­
ellite system w ould only com pound 
and congeal the  problem . Already in 
M elbourne a rad ia l freeway system, 
the  most pernicious traffic-tangler of 
all, w ith its spokes all p en etra ting  to 
the heart of the  city, is tak ing shape; 
the  T u llam arine  freeway, the  so u th ­
eastern freeway, the St. K ilda free- 
way-Kingsway com plex and now a 
projected Yarra-Valley freeway.
I t  is no good pro testing  th a t it is 
not “us” who are  m aking such m is­
takes. In  reality, by rem aining silent 
in the face of p resen t trends, we are 
allowing the  car m onopolies, the  oil 
monopolies, the  steel m onopolies, th e  
ru b b er m onopolies and others to 
“p lan ” for us. W hat is needed is no t 
just any p lan , b u t a p lan , satisfactory 
to the  labor m ovem ent, and  in which 
progressive citizens and experts 
combine.
M a u r ie  C r o w
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C O M M U N ISTS AND A R T
R A LPH  GIBSON’S article “A rt and 
th e  B attle  of Ideas” is a welcome, if 
long overdue, nascent awakening on 
the  p a r t  of comm unists to the  p ro b ­
lem s of lite ra tu re  and art. T his 
despite its doctrinaire and possessive 
approach.
A rt, o r society will never be the 
possession of Com munists to pass 
judgm ent upon; even the type of 
benevolent judgm ent w'hich Mr. G ib­
son apparently  would give.
L ike m any communists, Mr. Gibson 
has no t grasped some apparen t facts: 
socialism in the  USSR is of the p r i­
m ordial type and not on the eve of 
com m unism  by any means; marxism 
has been understood by the p repon­
derance of comm unists in a warped or 
in fan tin e  m anner.
T h ere  is no proof th a t ‘‘a wide­
spread understand ing  of m arxism ” is 
a good foundation  for “creative work 
and for sound critical judgm ents”, in 
th e  realm  of art. H istory thus far 
has n o t dem onstrated this point. One 
can only hope th a t it will do so.
Certainly "we should not seek to 
establish a  single trend in a rt as was 
a ttem pted  in the  days of Stalin.” But 
it is not clear to this reader that 
USSR leading circles have "moved 
away from  this idea" to any signifi­
can t degree.
U nfortunately  in the  first land  of 
socialism “ the door” is no t “wide 
open for all w ith artistic talents”. It 
has closed behind Sinyavsky and D an­
iel w ith a clang. Yevtushenko and 
Solzhenitsin and some others are re­
garded  w ith a t least scepticism and 
suspicion by high authority . T he 
p rose  works of Pasternak have not 
been  published. These are names well 
know n because th e ir talents broke 
b a rrie rs  o r repressive actions against
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them helped m ake their fame. W hat 
of others?
Nor is it clear th a t "as a general 
rule it should be our aim  to help 
art workers to become good com­
munists, o r a t any ra te  to become 
humane and progressive people, then 
help them  to follow their own  artistic 
courses.”
Further articles on these m atters 
together w ith discussion of the my­
sterious trend “socialist realism ” may 
appeal to m any readers.
I hope sincerely th a t Mr. Gibson 
and your magazine will no t take 
offence a t these pretentious and pe r­
haps blasphem ous remarks. C ongratu­
lations on producing an improved and 
improving journal.
K .L .
P IL O T S ’ STR IK E
JUST a t the tim e when progressive 
people were licking their election in ­
flicted wounds and sounds of despair 
were heard  across the country, an in ­
tense and long-standing conflict flared 
to a climax as the  Qantas p ilots de­
cided to strike.
T he im portance of this struggle be­
tween a small group of highly skilled, 
comparatively well paid, key person- 
nel and the F'ederal Governm ent, for 
this is w hat it am ounted to, has not 
received the  recognition th a t it de­
serves from the  political left in our 
country.
will be rem em bered th a t although 
e pilots were fighting for h igher 
Pay and greater safety precautions, 
e kernel of the  dispute and the 
°st im portan t factor politically was 
, e dem and th a t the  pilots should 
. ave some say in the  conduct of their 
‘id u s try .
T h e  Federal G overnm ent was very 
m uch aware of this, hence the  threats 
of d ire  penalties which, in the  cir­
cumstances, they were powerless to 
carry out.
So, we saw a small well-favored 
section of the  com m unity dem anding 
and obtaining, a t least in principle, 
a tiny piece of ou r socialist objective.
T h e  possibilities opened up by the 
successful outcom e of this strike are 
thrilling . T h e  threatened resignations 
a t Concord R epatriation  Hospital 
were feelers in the  same direction and 
can we not visualise academics, who 
in the  past we have not counted on 
to any extent in the struggle for 
socialism, coming to the  conclusion 
th a t they m ust take m ilitan t action 
not only to preserve their threatened 
economic security bu t to m aintain  
educational standards?
O thers, too, will sometimes uncon­
sciously, as I believe to be so in the 
case of the pilots, find their own way 
to a lim ited  socialist objective.
And w hat may be learnt from  all 
this?
1 Unsaid, b u t inferred by th e  pilo ts’ 
claim, was the belief th a t the D epart­
m ent of Civil Aviation cannot be as 
effective on safety issues as it should 
be when the private  sector of our a ir­
lines is in a position to influence the 
Governm ent and thereby departm ental 
aviation policy. Example: the  W in- 
ton a ir crash inquiry  which the M in­
ister prom ised has not yet taken 
place.
2 T h e  solidarity of the pilots must 
m ake us wary of using such term s as 
“vacillating m iddle class” . T h e  work­
ers have been set an example.
3 W e are repeatedly told th a t in the 
fight for socialism the “workers” are 
the  most im poran t section of the 
com m unity. In  the ligh t of unceas­
ing change and swift technological 
advances w hat does “w orker” mean?
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4 W e m ust be p repared  to give m uch 
m ore positive and ungrudging sup­
p o rt to  the  struggles of others whom 
th e  “workers" at present do no t feel 
to  be p a rt of the  m ain effort to 
achieve a b e tte r d istribu tion  of our 
cou n try ’s production.
5 A deep study of th e  proposals for 
the  21st Congress of th e  Com munist 
Party  is necessary.
H . C l e m e n t s .
EYL A N N IV ERSA RY
D IA LO GUE am ong the  politically 
aware is becom ing an im portan t and 
stim ulating  p a r t of A ustralian life, 
ju s t  as the  word itself is becoming 
p a r t of a new jargon of the  left (dis­
tu rb in g  the  m ore elderly jargonists, 
w ho surely have little  righ t to com­
plain!)
In  particu la r, friendly debate is a 
crying necessity am ong the m any 
breeds of socialist-inclined Australians 
h ith e rto  frequently  separated by u lti­
m ately groundless prejudices, fears 
and m isunderstandings as well as by 
real differences of approach, m ethod 
and principle.
A small piece of history was m ade 
in M elbourne last Decem ber when a 
p latfo rm  of com m itted socialists of 
various approaches addressed a ga ther­
ing of 75 (mainly) young people on 
the  subject ‘‘H ave Socialist Ideas a 
F u tu re  w ith Young A ustralians?”
T h e  occasion was organised by the 
Eureka Youth League as p a r t of its 
25th anniversary celebrations.
M ain speakers were Dr. Ian T u rn er, 
senior lec tu rer in  H istory a t Monash 
University; Mrs. A udrey Blake, foun­
dation  secretary of the  EYL; Mr. Paul 
M arrio tt, co-editor of the Monash 
S tudent new spaper L o t's  W ife; Mr. 
Jo h n  H alfpenny, p rom inent m em ber
of th e  A m algam ated Engineering 
U nion; Mrs. Mavis Robertson, national 
secretary of th e  EYL; and  Mr. Douglas 
Kirsner, a m em ber of the  M elbourne 
U niversity’s S tudents' Representative 
Council.
L istening to  th e  inform ed and lively 
discussion one felt assured th a t social­
ist ideas do  have a fu tu re  among 
young Australians.
M ajor po in ts of agreem ent appeared 
to  be: socialists have the  alternative 
to  th e  ills of capitalist society and to 
be successful A ustralian socialists have 
to  rem ould  th e ir th ink ing  and  a tt i­
tudes to conform  w ith the realities of 
contem porary life. T h is  la tte r  po in t 
was given great em phasis by Mr. M ar­
rio tt who said th a t socialist ideas in 
th e ir old form  had little  fu tu re  with 
young A ustralians b u t they could be­
come influential if socialists refused to 
rest on th e  laurels of yesterday’s vic­
tories.
Points of p robable  disagreem ent, 
and subjects which certainly w arrant 
fu r th e r  substantial discussion and a r­
gum ent am ong the  left were th e  fol­
lowing views expressed in one form  or 
an o th er in  at least th ree  of th e  papers 
presented.
1 Economic and m ateria l problem s 
for th e  great mass of people in the 
“w estern” world have largely been 
solved, and  these factors w ould no 
longer provide m otive forces fo r the 
developm ent of th e  socialist move­
m ent; on  the  contrary, sp iritu a l and 
m oral issues of liberty , equality  and 
fratern ity , m an ’s alienation  from  con­
tro l over the  pow er levers w hich de­
term ine  things in  o u r  society, would 
form  the •basis of w inning adherents 
for social revolution.
2 W ith  the  advent of th e  new tech­
nological revolution th e  industria l 
w orking class is d isappearing  or dis­
solving and hence will no t be the 
m ain  social force fo r socialist trans­
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formation; on the  contrary, th a t force 
would be the highly skilled and edu­
cated technicians, intellectuals and 
students.
Some brief comments on these 
points.
I strongly agree that m oral issues 
arc relatively m ore im portan t in this 
connection than  previously. My a r­
gum ent is w ith those who say, or 
infer, that economic and m aterial pro­
blems are vanishing or m inim al in our 
present society.
T he appendices to the Com m unist 
Party’s N ational Congress docum ents 
disclose from  taxation re tu rns in 
1963-64, th a t 91%  of all taxpayers 
earned under $4,000 a year and 64% 
under $2,400!
John Stubbs in his book The H id ­
den People: Poverty in Australia  re ­
veals th a t 500,000 Australians arc de­
finitely living in  poverty and suggests 
that the  real figure may be closer to 
one m illion. T h ere  are 150,000 families 
with an income of less than  $35 a 
week — num bering  in all 600,000 
people.
T h e  late  President Kennedy in d i­
cated that in the most advanced capi­
talist country, the  USA, 17 m illion 
people w ent to bed hungry every 
night, while 30-40 m illion are classed 
as poor.
In the USA today, in the m idst of 
so-called affluence, depressed areas, 
poverty and unem ploym ent are great 
Problems.
Some years ago US Secretary of 
L abor, W irtz , w arned of the danger of 
m illions upon m illions being perm an­
ently excluded from the production 
Process as -\ result of the widespread 
'n troduction  of autom ative systems.
T herefore economic and m aterial 
Questions loom ra th e r large and, in 
reality, give no sign of dim inishing in
im portance as m otivations for social 
action.
In  capitalist countries today trem en­
dous num bers engage in strike o r stop- 
work action fo r h igher wages o r 
shorter hours, including w hite collar 
and professional workers, e.g., bank 
officers, nurses, teachers, pilots.
However, it is tru e  th a t no Chinese 
wall separates economic and m oral 
issues, as evidenced by the actions and 
dem ands of the Q antas pilots, Vic­
torian  teachers, Mt. Isa and GMH 
strikers. I t  is also interesting to note 
th a t in the movem ents of N orthern  
T errito ry  A boriginal stockmen and the 
US Negro civil rights m ovem ent, eco­
nom ic aspects are well to  the  fore 
and form a na tura l p a rt of the  cam­
paign for equality, often giving rise 
to it.
I t is evident that economic and 
m aterial issues, linked w ith m oral is­
sues, issues of alienation, etc., will go 
on being a big fount of struggle and 
will play an integral p a r t in mass 
movem ents leading to the  develop­
m ent of the  socialist movem ent.
Furtherm ore there is no doub t th a t 
w hite collar sections are growing fas­
ter proportionately  than  industrial 
workers in this country. T h ere  is no 
do u b t also th a t intellectuals, tech­
nicians and university students are as­
sum ing greater political weight and 
th a t there  will be no socialist transfor­
m ation w ithou t the m ajority  of these 
sections taking a socialist stand.
T h e  appendices to the CP of A. 
Congress docum ents show th a t a t the 
1961 Census there  were 2.3 m illion 
industria l workers and 1.3 m illion u n ­
der the  general heading of w hite col­
la r  workers. T hey show also th a t in 
the  US in 1964, 48% of the  work 
force were w hite collar and 52%  blue 
collar workers and th a t US Govern­
m en t sources estim ate th a t in ten 
years tim e 48%  will still be blue col­
la r  workers.
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So th a t even in the  USA, where 
autom ation  is considerably m ore de­
veloped than  in  Australia, the indus­
tria l w orking class is still the p re ­
dom inant section of the comm unity 
and the  position will be only slightly  
d ifferent in  1975.
My contention  is th a t the  forseeable 
fu tu re  holds the  prospect of the in ­
dustrial w orking class rem aining the 
biggest section of the population 
num erically, over a very long period 
of tim e, despite technological changes. 
I contend also  th a t the  industrial 
working class will rem ain th a t section 
of the work force most pulled towards 
struggle and spcial change on both 
economic and m oral issues, no tw ith­
standing the  accelerated emergence of 
intellectuals and professionals in to  the 
political arena. T h e  fu tu re  of both in­
dustrial workers and professionals is 
indissolubly linked.
Scepticism and prejudices on both 
sides m ust be broken down.
T h e  conception of an intellectual 
elite leading th e  way to socialism with 
a passive unenlightened mob trailing  
behind is ju st as ludicrous as th a t of 
the  industria l working class m aking 
the  endeavour w ithou t intellectuals, 
technicians and students.
Such m atters are of vital im portance 
for socialists to thrash out. A good 
beginning was m ade at the EYL 
symposium.
Let there  be m ore and m ore of it. 
T h e  young are again showing the 
way.
Jo h n  Sendy
IN  D EFEN CE O F M ARXISM
“CHANGES in  M odern C apitalism ”, by 
B. T aft, appearing  in th e  first issue 
of L e ft  R eview , is surely deserving 
m ore serious criticism  than  the adject­
ive “good” appearing  in the  second
issue and the discussion of it appear­
ing in  th e  th ird . T h a t is, of course, 
if L e ft R eview  is to be considered 
seriously as a m arxist journal.
As though any analysis of a  m arxist 
n a tu re  can be m ade w ithou t taking 
in to  account the  process of change, Mr. 
T a f t  commences his investigation of 
changes in  m odern capitalism  as if 
i t  were a great discovery. H e chides 
those he calls “m arxists” for their 
fa ilu re  to note these changes and 
considers th is deficiency as being due 
to  a “certain  stagnation in m arxist 
th in k in g  in the forties and fifties”.
If this estim ation were true, we would 
certainly consider it due for m uch 
stronger condem nation. However, argu­
m en t would be wasted, because people 
who leave ou t of th e ir calculations the 
subject of change can be discounted 
as marxists.
Of far greater im portance is the 
w rite r’s im m ediate follow-up in the 
n a tu re  of a rebuke, denoting the  slow­
ness in th e ir ability  “ to exam ine new 
phenom ena, free from  dogm a and p re ­
conceived ideas”, for this causes Mr. 
T a f t’s condem nation to recoil with 
double violence directly upon his own 
head! By this assum ption M r. T aft 
indicates th a t his investigation is to 
be m ade w ith en tire  neglect of the 
m arx ian  dialectic reasoning, the  rela­
tion  of facts to their vast in te r­
connection, which, of course, includes 
“preconceived ideas”. T h a t is, his 
in ten tions are to  keep his findings 
strictly  to his observations, free from 
everything. In  o th er words, he is to 
use th e  m etaphysical approach instead 
of th a t of the  m arxist dialectic!r
As though  th is were no t bad enough, 
T a f t  has the  tem erity to a ttem pt to 
equate  his terms for investigation to 
M arx himself. “M arx”, he  says, 
“placed economics on scientific found­
ations and was characterised by a 
challenging a ttitu d e  free from  precon­
ceived and b lind ing  class prejudices” .
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As though M arx would waste his 
great intellect to make a science of 
bourgeois economics!
It is absurd to even suggest th a t 
M arx’s discoveries, such as surplus 
value, falling ra te  of profit and wages 
as robbery, to m entiort b u t a few, 
were un rela ted  to class prejudices or 
preconceived ideas. Any socialist knows 
that M arx’s analysis of capitalism  was 
for the  purpose of m aking a science 
of socialism.
M arx never considered crises in 
themselves as capable of destroying 
capitalism, ra th e r did he  view such 
as periods for intensifying the  class 
struggle and thus help ing to fulfil 
the dialectic of workers’ victory over 
capitalism. T h e  low ebb of class 
struggle a t th is ju n ctu re  necessitates 
one who views it free from  precon­
ceived ideas, as som ething to  go along 
with and fram e one’s tactics accord­
ingly. B ut in the dialectic sense it 
would appear as a  passing phase in 
which a h igh level of class struggle 
Would inevitably appear again.
In fact, is no t th is the position now! 
T he deep crisis of British capitalism  
and the  m onetary crisis in  America 
which is assum ing world-wide p ro­
portions: Does this no t dem and in tensi­
fied class struggle? A nd if it were 
coupled w ith a change of the  policy 
of the  Soviet U nion of peaceful co­
existence w ith Am erica w hich has 
done no th in g  else b u t provide encour­
agem ent to A m erica’s escalation of the 
War in V ietnam , if  the  Soviet U nion 
Were to say: “N ot a step fu rth e r—or 
else!” is there  any d o u b t th a t the 
intensity of th e  class struggle could 
oe raised to th e  highest yet know n in 
history, placing socialist victory on 
lhe order of the  day? T h is  a t least 
appears to be  apprehended  by capital- 
ism, who fall over them selves in  frantic  
efforts to o b ta in  th e  Soviet’s peaceful 
intervention  in V ietnam .
C om m enting on new changing feat­
ures of capitalism , Mr. T a ft says the 
problem s are n e ither solved no r are 
being solved: no t th a t they cannot 
be solved w ith in  capitalism . On au to ­
m ation, a definite im possibility of 
solution w ith in  capitalism , he con­
tents him self w ith the  assertion th a t 
it dem ands a different social fram e­
work for its solution. T h e  growth of 
m onopolies is seen as "a great m enace 
to peace and liberty  and restricts the 
effectiveness of political democracy". 
As though the workers should be 
in terested  in bourgeois peace and 
liberty  beyond the  realm  of its assist­
ance in ending capitalism!
Mr. T a ft is also in erro r when he 
says “periodic crises occurred every 
8-12 years” up to W orld W ar Two, and 
th a t this was in accordance with 
M arx’s analysis. T h ere  was no crisis 
for over two decades since 1873, and 
it was th is th a t led to rejection of 
M arx’s theory of crises by Bernstein 
in  his revisionist proposals published 
in 1898. M arx m ade no  assum ption 
regarding the  appearance of crises 
every 8-12 years. T h e  fact th a t they 
appeared  to repeat themselves this 
way was purely an ex terio r fact, a 
m atte r of chance. Crises may repeat 
themselves every five, 10 o r 20 years; 
they commence in  periods of h igh 
developm ent, a lthough T a ft appears to 
th ink  differently.
W hen Bernstein rejected the  m arx- 
ian  theory of crises in 1898, a  pro­
found  general crisis broke ou t in 1900. 
M r. T aft, stating his additions neces­
sary for the understand ing  of new 
features in  capitalist crises w hich 
w ould do away w ith general crises, 
sees a crisis w ithin E urope which con­
tains all th e  features for a general 
crisis, b u t for the saving graces to 
capitalism  of the  B ritish Labor Party.
O ne is left w ondering why th is dry 
connection of facts ever saw the ligh t 
of day? So uninspiring  is it th a t the 
w riter him self appears to see the
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necessity for the question: “Does all 
this m ean th a t the  case for socialism 
is less powerful o r compelling in 
western countries than  it was in the 
thirties?”
B ut it is of no avail to rescue him  
from his anti-m arxist course. His 
deduction: “T h ere  is a growing gap 
and contradiction between what capi­
talist society could  provide and what 
it does provide,” leaves Mr. T aft with 
two courses: as this is a perfect state­
m ent of reform ism , he could en ter the 
Labor Party  w ith honors. As, also, it 
was p a r t of B ernstein’s revisionism that 
capitalism  could  provide, etc., he 
would be welcome there  also. Certain 
it is he takes his departu re  from Marx, 
who viewed capitalism  as a class 
society absolutely incapable of provid­
ing anything for the solution of 
hum an problem s.
In the  th ird  issue of L e ft Review , 
Alf W att considers crisis to be near. 
Discarding the  m arxian dialectic, how­
ever, he  makes the  astounding con­
clusion for a  revolutionary party  that, 
“W e m ust form ulate a comprehensive 
policy to correct the  instability and 
avert the crisis”. Does this mean 
anything else than  th a t marxism  
should be dressed up  to appear respect­
able? Is this the  in ten tion  behind the 
article  in 1 and the discussion in 3 of 
L e ft R ev iew ? If it is, it can bring 
no th ing  b u t ridicule, scorn and con­
tem pt on those who attem pt it.
Those who desire to rem ain marx- 
ists should take heed of Engels’ quote 
from  Hegel in his thesis on Feuerbach: 
“O ne believes one is saying som ething 
great if one says th a t ‘m an is naturally  
good’. B ut one forgets th a t one says 
som ething far greater when one says 
‘m an is natu ra lly  evil’." Com menting 
on this, Engels says: “T his contains the 
twofold m eaning that, on the  one 
hand , each new  advance necessarily 
appears as a sacrilege against things 
hallowed, as a rebellion against con­
ditions, though old and m oribund, 
yet sanctified by custom; and that, on 
the o th er hand, it is precisely the 
wicked passions of m an—greed and 
lust for power—which, since the 
emergence of class antagonisms, serves 
as levers of historical developm en t. . .”
K e n  C arr,
Victorian Labor College Student.
W O R L D  M E E T IN G  OF 
M A R X IST  EC O N O M ISTS
W IT H  proposals for a conference of 
the w orld’s Com m unist Parties again 
being considered, it is timely to sug­
gest th a t a m eeting of leading marxist 
economists also be held. Such a gath­
ering is, in my opinion, necessary to 
analyse the present situation  and 
trends in the capitalist and the 
“ th ird ” worlds.
A collective exam ination is needed, 
because the inform ation available to 
the economists of each country is not 
necessarily comprehensive, and be­
cause economic da ta  is m ore easily 
in te rp reted  if there  is a familiarity 
with the country concerned. Even the 
Soviet economists, who have access to 
very comprehensive data, would be 
handicapped by this lack of “ to u c h ’ 
w ith m any countries.
T h ere  are m any of us who believe, 
and no t w ithout reason, that the  next 
decade and m ore will no t be a simple 
repetition  of the last. T o  label this 
view point and its protagonists as 
dogm atists will no t help throw light 
on the  vital questions involved. Nor 
would it help  if the protagonists of 
this view yielded to the tem ptation 
of replying in sim ilar vein.
I t  is because the tru th  about a 
complex situation  is urgently  r e q u i r e d  
th a t I m ake the above proposal.
A l f  W att
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William U.S. LABOR’S 1967 
Allan WAGE APPROACH
T h e  D etroit correspondent of the US W orker tells of 
com ing struggles on the wages fron t, and some new  
features of those struggles.
T H E R E ’S A N EW  K IN D  of struggle note sounding off in  the 
ranks of A m erican labor on the eve of negotiations for close to
4,000,000 workers in  1967. “Substan tia l wage increases” is w hat 
you hear, along w ith no  wage freezes; instead, wage re-openers 
after one year. W arm ade inflation  and  higher profit m aking are 
being po in ted  to  in  un ion  m eetings as new factors in  boosting 
these dem ands.
N egotiating in  ’67, w ill be a m illion  teamsters, a m illion  au to  
workers, thousands in  m aritim e, railroads, telephone. A m illion  
steel workers whose wages are frozen un til ’68 are cham ping at 
the b it to  break  loose from  th a t freeze and go get a piece of those 
steel profits.
H alf a m illion  workers em ployed in  national, state and  city 
governments, always tied to w hatever crum bs politicians will 
give them , today are w alking picket lines, taking strike votes, and 
are shaking u p  the city hall, state capitals and  W ashington. T hey  
want at least $2.80 an h o u r instead of $1.50.
U nited A u to  W orkers’ U nion  president, W alter R eu ther, 
always though t to  be a pacesetter in  labor negotiations, in  Long 
each, C alifornia, last Ju n e  a t his un ion  convention told the 3,000 
^legates he favored “an an n u a l salary”. I t  fell flatter th an  a 
Pancake and  nowT R euther is ta lk ing  of a “substantial wage 
jttcrease”. H e w ill convene 3,000 delegates from  his 900 locals 
April here in  D etroit to finalise the 1967 dem ands. Negotia- 
l̂Qn$ w in be w ith  the au to  tycoons G eneral M otors, Ford, Chrysler 
au dyin8 Am erican M otor C om pany. T h e  Big T h ree  of
to may reach $2 b illion  in  profits again this year, though sales 
the ’67 cars are sluggish. A constan t rising cost of living
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caused by w ar inflation, soaring profits, small wage increases, or 
frozen wages, as well as thousands going to war tra in ing  has cut 
in to  sales.
At the U A W  “econom ic” conference next A pril, a companion 
piece of negotiations for R eu ther to w in along w ith the “substan­
tial wage increase” will be better w orking conditions, especially 
curbs on speedup w hich is reckoned to increase about 25%  each 
m odel year.
G radually  being opposed are long term  contracts, like the 
U A W ’s three year one w ith the au to  corporations. W ith  the 
ever rising  cost of living, 3.5% from  Ju n e , 1965, to  June , 1966, 
the workers w ant the contracts short (one year) and  w ith the right 
to re-open for wage increases. W hile the U AW  rem ains one of 
the few unions to re ta in  a cost of living escalator clause, which 
has netted  them  13c an hour since 1964, the workers say i t ’s not 
enough. US News and W orld R ep o rt stated recently tha t every 
tim e the cost of living goes u p  1 % in  the US it takes $52 a year 
ou t of the pockets of the consumers. Cost of living in the US, 
according to the US D epartm ent of Labor, has risen about 13% 
in the last ten years.
Fear of a recession haunts the  au to  towns of the US and Canada; 
already over one m illion  unsold 1967 and  1966 cars are in  the 
stockpile. O nly a facelift on the ’67 new models took place, 
because this is contract renew al tim e and  the companies don t 
m ind  a stockpile. I t ’s a tactic to  plead “no sales, lower profits , 
while they sink unreported  m illions in to  p lants overseas. They 
will also m anipu la te  the ir profits to  show a sharp decrease from 
the $2 b illion  (net) they sweated ou t of the workers in  ’65.
T h is  way they hope for a “cheap” settlem ent, a three year n° 
wage re-opener contract, w ith  some crum bs in  the way of pel\' 
sions, and  some m edical care im provem ents. W here they 
battle  dow n to the m at will be on im proving w orking conditions, 
curbing the m urderous speedup— because th a t’s where the gian1 
profits m ainly come from.
M any wise workers, w ith some political understand ing  of cC° 
nomics, are advancing the need for a shorter work week w ith 110 
cuts in  pay, as one way to  prevent the th rea ten ing  layoffs, 
the stockpile of unsold cars becomes the excuse for short w° r 
w ith  corresponding cuts in  pay, or layoffs.
A new factor, stepping u p  the trad itio n a l m ilitancy of the 
au to  workers is the  fact tha t 60% of the U A W ’s one and a h a  ̂
m illion  m em bers have less than  five years seniority in  the p !a
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Right now they bear the b ru n t of the b ru tal and  inhum an  
working conditions.
Any decline for the au to  m arket here  in the US and Canada 
finds the com petition for the rem ain ing  m arket fiercer th an  ever, 
with the full bu rden  for p ro tecting  the enorm ous profits of past 
years pu t .on the backs, especially of these young workers, Negro 
and white. I t ’s done by increasd speedup, autom ation and  threats 
to lay them  off if they d o n ’t “cut the m usta rd ” (keep up  the p ace ).
Also the economic squeeze in  foreign m arkets is com pelling 
many firms to  set the ir eyes on a greater share of the A m erican 
market in 1967, which will create new problem s for the auto  
workers here.
T he C anadian Parliam ent was in  an up roar recently when 
Studebaker of C anada im ported  thousands of Volkswagens from 
Germany duty free and  resold to Volkswagen of Canada. T h e  
Canadian G overnm ent was shortchanged $2 m illion  by m eans of 
the tax evasion.
Autom otive N ew s, a m anufactu rers’ sheet here reports G erm an 
Opel (General M otors owned) w ill ship 40,000 K adett cars to  the 
U.S. P roduction at the p lan t is accelerating rapidly  said the 
News.
Opel m anagem ent reports they have produced 4,000,000 cars in 
years and over 50%  of its p roduction  is being exported  to 
countries. GM  is bu ild ing  an assembly p lan t in  A ntw erp, 
. elgium, to help  assemble the Kadetts. Some $325 m illion  has 
Just been spent by GM  to im prove its O pel p lan t (GM reports 
a rop of 62% in its th ird  q u a rte r  profits of 1966— export of 
j  Plta*. is likely where it w e n t) . Ford  and Chrysler all report 
bei*^S 1° P ro ^ ts f° r  th ird  q u arte r, 1966, bu t w ith new plants 
c nS bu ilt by all of them  in scores of countries, i t ’s not hard  to 
re where the m oney "d ro p p ed ” .
T
Au t°  ^ackle this m atter, U A W  president R eu ther has set u p  W orld 
about - nc.^s headquarters in  Geneva, Switzerland, and  talks 
w inning a m in im um  w orld wage in auto.
“dro e T h ree  of A m erican au to  of course are taking care of 
avergi*111® Pro fits” in  the ir own way— they upped car prices an 
tyage°e .°^ ,>$56. P resident Johnson  who decries “ inflationary 
into hM !65”’ m urm ured som ething abou t a Congressional check 
^ h e r  car prices. N obody figures this will happen.
problem  th a t m erits the most serious consideration 
uPgrad '10n *n  labor contract renewals is the need for the 
,ng of Negroes in to  the skilled trades. Despite Federal,
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State and city laws, and  Fair E m ploym ent Practices clauses in 
union contracts w ith employers, the facts are d iscrim ination is 
ram p an t in  upgrading, prom otions, an d  giving Negroes a chance 
to get ou t of the k illing  foundry jobs. All the hot, hard , d irty  jobs 
are still p redom inan tly  the only jobs the Negro workers can get.
T h e  o ther great un ion  p reparing  for 1967 wage an d  contracts 
talks is the independent un ion , T h e  In te rn a tio n a l Brotherhood 
of Team sters. T hey  have 1.7 m illion  m em bers and  the ir first 
1967 negotiations cover 450,000 truck  drivers w orking for some 
10,000 owners. P resident Jam es R. Hoffa, facing two ja il terms 
for alleged “ju ry-tam pering” and  o ther governm ent charged 
“crim es”, is proposing a three year contract w ith a 5%  a year 
ann u al gain, w hich would come to over 30c an hour.
H e spoke on som ething m any A m erican labor leaders are con­
cerned w ith; grow th of em ployer resistance, band ing  together of 
employers to beat down the unions. In  the recent negotiations 
w ith G eneral Electric, 11 unions banded  together, called into a 
u n ited  fron t by action of the  In d u stria l U nion  D epartm ent of the 
AFL-CIO*, and  negotiated from  a new position of strength.
Hoffa has said he would like to  call together team sters, auto, 
ra ilroad , m aritim e, and  other unions to present a sim ilar united 
fron t before employers in  the 1967 negotiations.
Hoffa calls inflation the w orkers’ b ig  problem  here. In  bitter 
tones he speaks of the fact th a t the US has a $60 billion 
w ar budget and spends $2 billion  a m o n th  in  V ietnam . H e blam® 
the w ar for inflation. “I call for peacetim e preparations w hen this 
w ar ends, and  we all hope it ends soon. W e need to  p repare f°* 
b u ild ing  schools, houses, roads hospitals— th a t’s w hat we need, 
he says.
Hoffa said the  trucking  industry  of Am erica can well a f f o r d  :l 
5%  an n u a l wage increase, w hich w ould  b rin g  long hau l drivers aj> 
add itional 0.5 cents a m ile on the 11.25 cents a m ile now pa>® 
Local cartage drivers and  non-drivers (warehousem en) w ho are 
paid  by the hour, w ould receive betw een 15c and. 17c an  hoi11 
annually  beyond th e ir present rates of $3.10 to  $3.50 an hou1. 
O n pensions w hich are $250 a m on th  a t 57 years of age, after 2 
years in  the industry, Hoffa wants em ployers to  p u t an add ition3 
$5 a week over a three year period  in to  the pension fund. The) 
p u t in  $8 a week now. I t  m eans an  undisclosed pension raise.
♦Am erican Federation of Labor—Congress of Industrial Organisations; tl*e 
nearest US equivalent of the  A ustralian Council of T rad e  Unions.—Ed.
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also wants continued  a cost of living escalator clause. T a lk s  begin 
early January.
Hoffa said also tha t his un ion  will continue to spend $10,000 a 
m onth to help  organise farm  workers in  the US. H e said he 
could not at present foresee any m erger betw een his un ion  and 
the two Longshore unions, the one th a t A ustralian-born H arry  
Bridges heads on the W est Coast and  T om m y Gleason’s un ion  
on the East and  G ulf ports. I t ’s reported  a m erger of Longshore 
is under way, fathered by Hoffa. T h e  M ine, M ill and  Sm elter 
Workers’ U nion  is p reparing  to  go in to  the U nited  Steel W orkers' 
Union.
Some 17,000 telephone workers here in  D etro it voted dow n a 
contract offering them  $3.50 a week raise as insufficient. Also they 
don’t w ant any three year contracts, as was negotiated by Joe 
Heirne, th e ir president, often talked of as AFL-CIO president 
George M eany’s prospective successor.
G rum bling is taking place in  some steel locals because no wage 
re-openers exist un til 1968, also because the steel workers gave up 
their cost of living escalator clause in  the last 1965 negotiations. 
A smash th rough  by the T eam sters of a 5%  raise w ill set the 
pace for auto, steel, telephone, m aritim e, and others. Hoffa 
usually gets w hat he sets o u t to win. A new  w ind is blowing.
T h e  B uilding T rades started  m uch of this off on May Day when 
'hey went o u t for 75c an h o u r increase spread over two year 
contracts and won it. T h is  burst the 3.2% wage freeze of the 
Johnson A dm inistration, now they are all "going for the fences” 
3s th e y  s a y ,
,  ^ e idea of “class p a rtn e rsh ip ” advocated by George Meany, 
, L-CIO president, still exists am ong m any top labor leaders, 
,ut lm p o rtan t differences do  exist and  so do some significant 
j^P a rtures, as related  above, especially am ongst lower levels of
T he year 1967, from  w here we sit, looks like waves of struggles 
which could reach new heights in  the fight for security, 
^  peace, for equal rights for Negroes, for jobs for m illions of 
er,ean youth, and  wash away some m ore of “class p artn e rsh ip ” . 
s- w ith few exceptions A m erican labor leadership still rem ains 
0£ t L 0,11 the fight for peace, follow ing George M eany’s backing 
Lov war pohcy, shaped by M eany’s “foreign m in ister” Jay 
sho e,Sto” e- W hen LBJ said the  G eneral Electric workers here 
tjje td n ’t strike because GE was m aking  “strategic” war m aterials, 
ni0r 'Vor^ers struck anyway. T h e  year 1967, we predict, w ill see
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Art Protesting Against War and Oppression
O utrage and  ho rro r at the rap in e  and m u rd er of 
foreign invasion seen in  the eye of a Vietnamese 
child— barbed-wire a symbol of 20 th  century m ili­
tarism  and the concentration camp.
A b o ve : T h e  Observer, Peter M iller, oil on hardboard, 
1966 in the possession o f the artist.
R ig h t:  T h e  W ire, N oel C ounihan , acrylic on hard­
board, 1966, in the possession o f the N a tiona l Gallery
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Richard ISSUES IN 
Dixon LABOR CONFLICT
T h e  President of the C om m unist Party of Australia  
advances some views on the issues involved in the contin ­
u ing  conflict w ithin the L abor Party, particularly on 
Vietnam .
F O L L O W IN G  its defeat a t the  Federal elections; the Australian 
L abor P arty  is once again in  th e  throes of in te rna l conflict in 
w hich the fu tu re  of the party , its prospects, policy and leadership 
are being  fiercely debated.
T h e  struggle again dem onstrates the  absence of a common 
political outlook and  ideology in  the L abor Party. A lthough 
organised together in  a single party , the  policy and  rules of which 
they a re  supposed to  ab ide by, the various factions and  trends 
alm ost inevitably take up  political-ideological positions th a t corre­
spond to  the  interests of d ifferent social groups in  capitalist 
society. Also, alm ost inevitably, th e ir  differences stem from  or 
are  influenced by the fundam en ta l class division in  capitalist 
society, betw een the  w orking class an d  capitalist class.
A t the cen tre  of the present conflict in  the Labor Party  a n d  
the differences over leadership is L ab o r’s policy on t h e  w ar in 
V ietnam , its p lan  to  end conscription and  w ithdraw  A u s t r a l ia n  
troops from  V ietnam .
Everyone recognises th a t the V ietnam  w ar raises great n a t io n a l  
issues. A ustralian  partic ipa tion  in  th e  w ar is d ictated  by the 
class aims of m onopoly capitalism , and  by the same token, the 
class interests of the workers im pel them  to  oppose it. T h e  nation 
is d iv ided  over the war, and it  is in  this setting  th a t the  division 
in  the  L abor Party  assumes such im portance for the whole labor 
m ovem ent and  the progressive people  in  all walks of life.
L abor’s Federal election setback has been seized upon  by the 
r ig h t w ing forces to  m ake an  all o u t b id  to  take over the  F e d e r a l  
leadership  of the L abor Party  an d  change its foreign policy. W hile 
m ost of the rig h t wing leaders are re ticen t in public, they are
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cam paigning w ith in  the party  for L abor's V ietnam  policy to be 
c h a n g e d , and  b rough t in to  line w ith  the policy of the H o lt 
Government.
T h e  A ustralian W orkers’ U nion  officials, who refuse to be 
inhibited by Labor Party  ru les on public statem ents, openly declare 
their support for the d irty  w ar in  V ietnam  and  the US alliance, 
while rem aining silent on conscription. W aiting  on the sidelines, 
the Dem ocratic L abor Party  is gleefully supporting  the stand 
of the A W U leaders. M r. B. A. Santam aria said tha t L abor 
acceptance of the A W U  standpo in t w ould open the way “for 
agreement w ith  the D L P ”— no t a very inv iting  prospect for the 
Labor Party.
If the AW U bureaucrats publicly  proclaim  the righ t wing 
in tention of ditching the progressive points in  L ab o r’s policy on 
the V ietnam  war, it is the  New South W ales b ranch  executive 
of the Labor Party  w hich is the m ain  centre of the intrigues 
and m anoeuvres to change the leadership of the party  and  its 
policy. T h e  righ t w ing are firmly in  the saddle in  NSW , and  
their activities endanger L abor Party  un ity  and  th rea ten  a new 
split.
Left to themselves the rig h t w ing groups w ould probably  not 
get very far. However, they are supported  by the capitalist press, 
which has confused and  m isrepresented the issues, and  this m akes 
them m ore dangerous. T h e  m otive of the  press in  try ing  to 
snatch victory for the rig h t w ing is all the m ore suspect w hen 
we recall the scurrilous and  vicious cam paign it waged d u rin g  
the Federal elections to defeat the Labor Party.
T h e  line of p ropaganda of the capitalist press is interesting, 
an editorial u rg ing  the “L abor Party  to reconstruct itself by 
jttoving r ig h t”, a Sydney new spaper w rote the following: “T h is  
has become a m iddle class conform ist country which distrusts 
Political extremism. I t  looks for policies slightly left o r slightly 
n ght of centre.” (The Sun , 28/11/66.)
. Obviously The Sun  is trad in g  on the proposition  th a t the 
•ndustrial working class is disappearing, being absorbed by, or 
subordinated to, the  m iddle class, a proposition  th a t is useful for 
h°se people in  w orking class organisations who are trying to edge 
e labor m ovem ent away from  radical policies.
Statistics dem onstrate, however, tha t the num bers of industria l 
th°r^ers are increasing and  there  can be no doub t that, as a class, 
is ^  continue to  be decisive in  m odern  capitalist society. T h is  
. , c.onfirmed by the con tinu ing  h igh  level of the strike m ovem ent, 
» h  also serves to  re fu te  p ropaganda th a t the class struggle in 
Ustralia  is giving way to m iddle class conformism.
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T h e  argum ent tha t the L ab o r Party  should weaken its ties 
w ith  the  trade unions is continually  advanced by the m illionaire 
press and  the righ t wing, because of th e ir concern th a t the trade 
un io n  affiliations m ight prove a source of left wing and  progressive 
influence on L abor’s policy. I t  is m ost im portan t for them  there­
fore to condem n or m inim ise, w hichever the circumstances require, 
the role and influence of the industria l workers.
T he Sun’s argum ent also im plies tha t the Liberal-Country 
P arty  G overnm ent, w hich has p lunged  A ustralia  in to  the Vietnam 
war, has a policy that is ju st “slightly righ t of cen tre”. In  fact, 
the  G overnm ent’s policy is fa r to the right. I t  reflects the stand­
po in t of extrem e and reactionary trends in the m onopoly capitalist 
set-up in  A ustralia. Its support for the U n ited  States in  the unjust 
and  d irty  w ar in  V ietnam  b ro u g h t abou t the confrontation  with 
the  labor m ovem ent and  radical-dem ocratic forces, and  divided 
the nation.
L ab o r’s defeat in the Federal elections was a serious setback 
for the labor m ovem ent, bu t it is no t the  end of the road. Forty- 
two p er cent of the people voted for the parties opposing the Holt 
G overnm ent’s w ar policies. By any standard  th a t is powerful 
opposition. T h e  m ain p a rt of this vote came from  the  workers, 
b u t i t  also included intellectuals, peace supporters and others 
opposed to  the war.
L abor’s Federal election policy aroused m ore in terest an d  
debate than  for m any years. However, confusion on the e x te r n a l  
danger, and  an economic situation  th a t favored t h e  Government, 
prevailed  over the m ood for change.
A fea tu re  of the elections th a t calls for close a tten tion  is the 
fact th a t large num bers of people fe lt so strongly about the issues 
th a t they no t only voted against the  G overnm ent, bu t jo ined  in 
various activities in opposition to the V ietnam  w ar and  conscrip' 
tion. A ll this suggests that, p rov id ing  the forces tha t advanced 
a lternative  policies carry the struggle forw ard and th rough  ope11 
debate an d  ap p ro p ria te  forms of action th a t involve ever wider 
circles of people  seek to clarify the issues before the nation , the 
political situation  can be tu rn ed  against the G overnm ent.
A lthough  the H olt G overnm ent increased its m ajo rity  in  the 
Federal elections, it  cannot be sure it can re ta in  this s u p p o r t -  
H aving  taken  the step of involving A ustralia  in  the u n ju s t war 
against the V ietnam ese people, th e  G overnm ent m ust take other 
steps—conscription of the youth, taxation  increases and  suppression 
of opposition.
T h e  war means th a t a con tinuous th rea t of crisis hangs over 
the G overnm ent. I t  lives in  fear of m ilitary  reverses and  their
36
A U S T R A L I A N  L E F T  R E V I E W February -  M arch, 1967
effect on the people. I t  m ust m eet the ever-growing dem and for 
more and m ore men and finance for the war. I t has v irtually  no 
say in determ ining  w ar policy and  m ust haplessly follow the US 
in whatever d irection it escalates the war, even to the p o in t of 
nuclear holocaust. I t  knows th a t most countries of the w orld 
oppose the war, and  it is faced w ith th e .o p p o sitio n  of close to 
half of the A ustralian people.
T h a t is the position of the  G overnm ent which, in part, 
explains the increasing pressure to m ake people conform  to its 
policies. Defence of the Establishm ent, defence of capitalism , and  
suppression of new th in k in g  is h igh on the agenda. T h e  u ltras of 
the L iberal Party and  the extrem ist, racialist and  rig h t w ing groups 
associated w ith them  are leading attacks on dem ocratic liberties. 
They urge the suppression of anti-w ar and  anti-conscription dem on­
strations, and  call for police action against opposition a t L iberal 
Party public meetings. S tudents and academics opposed to G overn­
ment policies are publicly  abused and threatened, and  in some 
cases political control and police surveillance of universities have 
been proposed.
As A ustralia is sucked deeper and deeper into the bog of war 
|n South-East Asia, and as the  exorb itan t dem ands of the w ar 
mcrease, it seems certain  th a t conflict betw een the people and  the 
Holt G overnm ent will grow. T h e  forces opposing the w ar will 
be impelled, willy-nilly, to  wage th e ir fight on an ever w idening 
hont, defending dem ocratic liberties and  living standards and 
pressing for progressive solutions to the urgen t social and cu ltu ra l 
Problems of m odern society.
In this connection the standpo in t of the C om m unist Party 
^nich is set out in the docum ents for its 21st Congress is very 
'mPortant. T h e  com m unists believe th a t it is essential to com bine 
yanous forms of action and  struggle w ith  debate and  study of the 
lssues before the people. M ore im portantly , th a t the barriers to 
Ur>ity in action should be d ism antled  to  perm it parties, organis- 
* l°ns and people of different political and  religious views to  jo in  
°gether in struggle for dem ands held  in  common. U nity  in  
3° H°n .w^  strengthen the fight of the people for th e ir dem ands 
^ win new supporters. I t  w ill create a new sp irit and  m u tua l 
•mdence amongst the partic ipan ts, open u p  new possibilities of 
oreement and of m oving towards a coalition of the  left forces.
Labor’s Federal election policy on conscription and  the Viet- 
clearly  anc  ̂ sharply differentiated  it from  the position of 
a . Liberal Party. M r. Calwell characterised the V ietnam  w ar as 
of ?r ty and  unw innable w ar” and  proclaim ed L ab o r’s in ten tion  
siti'VUh* awing A ustralian  troops. T hose very far-reaching propo- 
° ns im m ediately posed o th e r foreign policy questions, such as
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A ustra lia’s fu tu re  relations w ith  South-East Asian countries and 
the U n ited  States, bu t the L abor P arty  provided no convincing 
answers to these questions. Even the  p lan  to w ithdraw  the troops 
from  V ietnam  became com prom ised an d  uncertain  follow ing Mr. 
W h itlam ’s statem ent th a t negotiations w ith  the US Government 
on this issue m ight result in  A ustralia  keeping its troops in  Viet­
nam . T h e  L iberal spokesmen took full advantage of these mistakes 
to  spread confusion about L abor’s policies and  to drive hom e their 
charge of isolationism.
T h e  C om m unist Party  believes th a t A ustralia  should  reject 
im perialist policies and  the m ilitary  alliances to  give effect to them. 
O u r foreign policy should strive to  b ring  the V ietnam  w ar to  an 
end on the basis of the w ithdraw al of all foreign troops and the 
app lica tion  of the principles of th e  1954 Geneva Conference. This 
country  should w ork for the creation of peaceful conditions in 
South-East Asia and  the world. O u r relations w ith the United 
States and o ther countries should  be governed by the principles 
of recognition of the rig h t of all peoples to independence, non­
aggression, and  non-interference in  the in ternal affairs of other 
peoples.
T u rn in g  now to domestic issues, L ab o r’s election policy for 
increased social service benefits, finance for education, various State 
projects and N orthern  developm ent m ade very little  impact. 
Obviously, som ething m ore was needed to arouse interest.
T h e re  are a num ber of vital econom ic and  political issues of 
ou tstand ing  im portance fo r A ustralia  w hich the labor and  demo­
cratic m ovem ents m ust tackle. T hese  include the grow th of 
m onopoly and  the rap id  increase in  foreign capital investment 
by m eans of which foreign, an d  especially U n ited  States, c a p i ta l  
has gained control of industries essential for A ustralia’s f u tu r e ,  
and  also the new problem s being  created by the  scientific and 
technological revolution. Policies and  activities to m eet these 
changes a re  necessary. T hey  shpuld  include g reater democracy, 
w orker p a rtic ipa tion  in  contro l of p roduction , public ownership 
of m onopolies and  developed plans fo r fu tu re  growth. In  s h o r t ,  
the  new economic and political problem s p o in t to  the need for 
basic social reform s of a transitional na tu re , th a t are linked  to the 
concept of social change, the achievem ent of socialism.
SUCCESS for the rig h t w ing in  the struggle in  the L abor Party 
w ould do serious harm  to L abor’s own fu tu re  and  also to  the 
labor arid dem ocratic m ovem ent in  A ustralia. In  a post-election 
statem ent, M r. Calwell declared th a t L abor w ould stand by i ts 
princip les and  continue to fight for them . T h e  question for the 
L abor Party  therefore is no t to re trea t and  move to the  righ t, but
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to improve its cam paigning so as to  m ore widely popularise its 
policies on V ietnam  and  conscription am ong the people, and  also 
to begin to look for m ore basic solutions to the economic, political 
and social problem s of today.
For the labor and progressive m ovem ent in  general there  seem 
to be two m ain  lines of approach  th a t have validity.
First, the developm ent of public ity  and o ther activities in 
support of the issues upon  w hich there  is already wide agreem ent, 
opposition to conscription and  the V ietnam  war, by all organis­
ations and people concerned. T h e re  is no doub t th a t as the war 
goes on m any new and  re la ted  problem s w ill arise, such as the 
defence of dem ocratic freedom , the  rights of conscientious objectors 
and various economic questions, w hich will w iden the basis of the 
struggles of the people. T h e  Com m unist Party  believes th a t un ity  
in action of people and  organisations, irrespective of the ir political 
or religious views, is the m ost effective form  of struggle and 
would do most to consolidate the opposition to the G overnm ent.
Secondly, it would be advantageous to develop am ong all 
sections of the left a w ide exchange of views on the problem s 
confronting the people. Shortcom ings in the analysis and  u n d er­
standing of problem s is no t confined to any one section and  we 
could all benefit from  deeper study and  discussion of theoretical 
and practical questions. T h e  objective should be the constructive 
elaboration of policies and  a m ore effective popu larisation  of them .
c h i n a  appears to be m oving bo th  towards a period of internal 
political struggle w ithout paralle l since Mao took over effective control 
° f the Party, and towards even m ore extrem e expressions of the 
guerilla ethos and the  belief in the om nipotence of th e  masses 
which have so long been the  hallm ark  of M ao’s thought and action. 
In the long run , however, it seems inevitable th a t M ao’s heaven- 
storm ing policies will be replaced by others bette r adapted  to the 
•lull b u t efficient ra tionality  of m odem  industrial society.
MAO was supremely well a ttu n ed  to those needs (of C hina in an 
earlier period), and thus he was able to play the  role he  did. H e is 
today not willing to recognise th a t the  long period du ring  w hich his 
tdeas and m ethods were in harm ony w ith Chinese needs has come 
to an end (p. 325).
(From M ao Tse-tung, by S tuart Schram, in the  Pelican series “Political 
B a d e rs  of the T w entieth  C entury”. For b rief review see p. 64.)
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, T. . . SOCIALISM:
S  a  TRANSITIONAL
8 POLICY
A Sydney Labor Party m em ber and alderm an discusses 
the concept of a transitional policy towards socialism, and  
makes proposals on what such a policy m igh t be.
L E F T  W IN G  CADRES in  A ustralia  and  th roughout the world 
have been educated to  the idea of an  inevitable and  catastrophic 
crisis th rough  which the masses w ill tu rn  to revolutionary  struggle 
for socialism. Yet in the last h u n d red  years capitalism  has exper­
ienced only one m ajor economic crisis, th a t of 1929-33. Between 
1860 and  1914 there were recessions, b u t no th ing  com parable to 
1929. A nd by contrast, in  the last tw enty years in  the advanced 
cap italist countries the developm ent of new productive forces has 
far ou tstripped  th a t of thousands of years of hum an  history, 
endow ing m an k in d ’s collective pow er over n a tu re  w ith new and 
fantastic  capacities. W e need only cite atom ic energy, electronics, 
au tom ation  and cybernetics, synthetic chem istry (“plastics”) , and 
the exploration  of ou ter space.
T h u s  history has am ended M arx’s perspective for the evolution 
of capitalism : “stagnation  and  decline of w orld economy”, “ the 
tendency to  reduce the workers’ standards of living and even 
pauperise them ”, “increasingly frequen t and  deep economic crises”, 
in  a w ord, transform ation of capitalism  from  a relatively  reaction­
ary social system to  an absolutely reactionary  system.
Sincc 1945, the economy of E urope and  (to some extent) of the 
w orld has been substantially  reconstructed, and  this has supplied 
the m ain  driv ing force behind  w orld econom ic developm ent for 
a w hole epoch. I t  has done so by a ceaseless renovation  of the 
productive apparatus, w hich has been m arked by technical progress 
calling  fo r a h igh ra te  of investm ent. T h is  in  tu rn  m aintains 
and stim ulates enlarged production .
W e may fo r the purpose of th is analysis divide the world 
economy in to  two sectors: one, th e  advanced industria l sector of
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c a p i t a l i s t  economies; the  o ther, the non-capitalist areas in  the 
‘third w orld’, the workers’ states and, w ith in  the advanced capitalist 
countries themselves, areas such as the independent producers in  
agriculture, in  handicrafts, and  even small and  m edium  scale 
industry. T h e  increased trade betw een these sectors has allowed 
the surplus value in  the  en larged production  to be realised— to 
the overwhelming advantage of the  advanced capitalist industria l 
sector, it m ight be added, w here it trades w ith less developed areas.
A fu rther influence streng then ing  this sector is its continuous 
monopolist concentration. O n  behalf of this sector, moreover, 
the State has increasingly regulated , stim ulated  and  ‘p lan n ed ’ 
economic life as a whole, b o th  on the national and  in te rna tiona l 
level. M onopolist concentration  and  its continuous subjection of 
the State has certainly no t produced a super-capitalism , lying 
beyond im perialism . T h e  two fundam enta l processes characteris­
ing post-war capitalism  are: accentuated concentration  an d  cen­
tralisation of capital; an d  the new role of the State in  the m anage­
ment, control and o rien ta tio n  of the capitalist economy. W e may 
designate i t  ‘state m onopoly capitalism ’.
Scientific and technical progress has dem anded massive invest­
ment, both  to create and  develop new, ultra-m odern  branches of 
activity, and  to  m odernise existing ones. H ence a raising of the 
rate of investm ent. W e see qu icker replacem ent of equ ipm ent 
because of an obsolescence w hich occurs well in  advance of its 
physical wearing out, an d  thus replacem ent proceeds w ithou t 
in terruption , though its rhy thm  fluctuates. All this has consid­
erable influence on the c ircu la tion  of the  to tal social p roduct and 
the lengthening of the  econom ic cycle.
T he developm ent of the productive forces dem ands enorm ous 
capital because, contrary  to  the 19th century and even p a rt of the 
^Oth, the process of p roduction  in  some branches (more particu larly  
Machinery) comprises three stages instead of one: pre-production  
(scientific research and  construction of prototypes— for exam ple, 
eveloping the A m erican supersonic p lane to  the prototype stage 
c°st an estim ated 1,000 m illion  d o lla rs ) ; p roduction  properly so- 
called; and  post-production (after-sale service, e tc .) .
T he optim um  use of vanguard  techniques and  au tom ation  
ernands production  units of very great dimensions: for exam ple, 
sorne years ago a m odern  steel-works had  to  produce a m in im um  
r- 4 m illion  tons of steel to  w ithstand  unrestricted  com petition— 
°uay the figure is an  estim ated 7 to  12 m illion tons.
Today we need take barely m ore than  50 of the largest A m erican 
orporations to  reach a to ta l of 128 b illion  dollars turnover, the
are of each exceeding 'the b illion  (one thousand m illion) m ark.
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Some of these giants of industry  are vaster and have more 
resources than  some governm ents, and  the tendency towards still 
g reater concentration  continues, strengthened by the insatiable 
dem and of au tom ated  industries for raw  m aterials and bigger 
markets.
T h e  W orking Class and A u tom a tion
W e have to  be concerned w ith  the social consequences of 
au tom ation  on the p ro le taria t directly  engaged in production , on 
the w hole worker popu la tion  and  on society as a whole. I t  is plain 
th a t au tom ation  leads in  the  long ru n  to  a great reduction  in  the 
num ber directly engaged in production , and that, on the other 
hand , the  operatives are being transform ed from  specialised workers 
in to  technicians of a higher technological level. T hus the process 
of au tom ation  means q u an tita tive  and qualita tive transform ation 
of the p ro letaria t.
N orm ally, under capitalism , this w ould be expected to involve an 
increase in  technological unem ploym ent, bu t experience shows 
tha t the process is in  fact m ore com plex. T h e  new productive 
appara tus of advanced capitalism  increases the num ber of jobs in 
the pre-production  sectors (the U n ited  States is spending 68.4 
dollars p er in h ab itan t, about 2.8%  of the gross na tional income, on 
research ), as well as in  the sale o f an increased mass of products 
an d  a range of new products and  after-sale service. O n the  other 
hand , to the ex ten t th a t society is enriched by the increased 
productiv ity  of the au tom ated productive apparatus, the services 
sector develops, as well as the budget appropria tions for public and 
social services (while rem ain ing  very backw ard in p roportion  to 
the increase in  private p ro fits) . T h e  overall result in  an  economy 
in expansion is the  reduction of real unem ploym ent.
T h e  m odernisation of the  productive apparatus in this age of 
au tom ation  has exposed significant layers of workers to ordeals 
of displacem ent and  reclassification. T h is  process is inevitable, 
and  objectively speaking, it prepares the way for socialism. But 
this is no t to  accept th a t the workers ough t to suffer. T o  d e fe n d  
themselves, however, requires a strategy of confrontation  of neo­
capitalism  itself, based on the achievem ents, the present objective 
possibilities and  the new needs of the w orking masses.
W ill A ustralia  experience au tom ation  to the same ex ten t as the 
bigger m etropo litan  countries? Probably  not. I t is he ld  back by 
a sm all p o pu la tion  and  lim ited  hom e m arket w hich do no t justify 
the huge pre-production capital expend itu re . A ustra lia’s relative 
stab ility  w ill continue to  a ttrac t foreign capital investm ent, but 
ra th e r  for extractive industry  and  to equip  it as an outpost of
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im perialism  to play a counter-revolutionary role against the Asian 
national and social revolutions.
A Program fo r  the  Transition  to Socialism
T h e transition  to  socialism will no t come abou t w ith in  the 
framework of bourgeois democracy, no r w ill it  come along an 
exclusively parliam entary  path . N o th ing  is m ore dangerous or 
futile than  to  b lind  oneself to this. R a th e r it involves the struggle 
for the establishm ent of a labo r governm ent, basing itself on  the 
socialist forces politically  organised, supported  on the dem ocratic 
organisations of the  workers in  the workshops and offices, and  on 
their unions.
T h e  struggle for socialism w ill be grounded on the  struggle 
against inflationary pressures, against the disadvantages th a t m od­
ernisation of the productive appara tus involves u n d er capitalism , 
and against the crying d isp roportion  betw een the w orkers’ p art 
of the increased productiv ity  and  the enrichm ent of society, and 
the p a rt cornered by the m onopolies.
Scientific socialists should  stress no t only the increased social­
isation of the economy, th e  increased im portance of pub lic  and 
social services, and  the increased necessity for p lan n in g  of social 
life generally, b u t also the m anifold  inequalities, d isproportions, 
waste, and  bottle-necks, still m ark ing  capitalist production .
O n the social level the objective of self-m anagem ent m ust be 
counterposed to  th e  increasingly anti-dem ocratic evolution of 
state m onopoly capitalism , w hich concentrates the  pow er of 
m anagem ent and  decision in  the  economy and  the state in to  the 
hands of a very lim ited  num ber. Self-m anagem ent means direct 
Participation of the  producers and  citizens in  the m anagem ent 
°f the economy and  the state.
On the cu ltu ral level, this increasingly technical and  au tom ated 
society aggravates the a lienation  of m an, increasing his relative 
cultural im poverishm ent a t the  very tim e it becomes necessary 
both for h im  in h is p roductive  work, his ro le  as a citizen and  in  
"is leisure time, to have the responsibility  of a con tinu ing  educa- 
tlQn, both  specialised and  general.
Neo-capitalism, still engaged in  the exclusive p u rsu it of the 
Maximum profit, seriously d istorts the “m odel” of the kin d  of life 
Sl|itable to  the possibilities and  needs of ou r century.
A socialist transitional program , ex tending  and eclipsing a pro- 
Srarn of reform s envisaged w ith in  capitalist social relations (i.e. 
refo rm iy n ), w ould include:
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1 H igher wages and  shorter w orking hours, w ith the tim e to 
and from  work included in the  w orking day.
2 Defence of the increased wages against inflation by way of 
price control, realisable only by com m ittees on prices possessing the 
righ t to  have the books of big business investigated by independent 
accountants to  reveal the actual profit, includ ing  the capital gains.
3 Office and  workshop organisation  em bracing all categories, 
concerned n o t only w ith defence and  im provem ent of conditions, 
b u t also w ith the m anagem ent’s regim e, policy decisions, organi­
sational procedures and  in troduction  of new production  techniques.
T h e  struggle against m an’s a lienation  is truly transitional, 
establishing the basis of “dual pow er”, and  of the k ind of dem o­
cratic organisations of the workers in  the factories, offices and 
workshops necessary, together w ith  the unions, for the fu ture 
socialist governm ent. T h e  concept th a t m anagem ent is the  province 
of the  m illionaire  anti-social m inority  m ust be jettisoned. H ere 
the unions and  the ir research staffs, and socialist academics, have 
an  im portan t role to play.
4 N ationalisation  of the m ajor branches of industry, which, in 
line w ith  th e  above appears as increasingly reasonable in  that 
“p rivate  en terp rise” is m ore p lain ly  revealed as a misnomer, 
buttressed as it is by public m oney and  funds, th rough subsidisa­
tion, protection, favorable fre igh t and  power rates, h arb o r instal­
lations, etc. (e.g. A nsett Industries, G M H , B H P , sh ipping com­
bines, chemicals, m inerals, o i l ) .
5 E lim ination  of wage and  salary d iscrim ination against women, 
youth  and Aborigines; fu ll ad u lt status a t 18 years of age, including 
the ad u lt wage for apprentices; im plem entation  of measures 
d irected  to  providing the basis fo r rea l equal status for women, 
p erm ittin g  h er in tegration  in  econom ic life and independence— 
creches, kindergartens, restaurants at or handy to, places of em ploy­
m ent.
6 A secular education at all levels, to be aim ed ai the develop­
m ent of a rounded  hum an  being and  not of a technological cog, 
and  syllabi rem oulded accordingly (cf. the Berkeley, USA move­
m ent) ; the  b la tan t class inequalities revealed by the M artin  R eport 
to  be attacked, w ith the aim  of educational o p portun ity  heing 
equally  available to all; a com plete hea lth  service un re la ted  to 
ab ility  to pay; m odern housing for all according to  need; adequate, 
com fortable, free public  transport; fu ll living wage for pensioners 
an d  unem ployed workers.
7 P resent ex ternal policy is the extension of the reactionary 
dom estic policy assigning us the sham eful ro le  of ‘big b ro th e r’
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im perialism ’s p u p p e t in  counter-revolutionary in terventions 
against the Asian and  Pacific peoples. W e m ust reject the lie 
that their struggles for na tional independence and first steps to a 
socialist society threaten  Australia.
T he V ietnam ese con tinue to take the vanguard  role in  this 
struggle, and their victory can only be to A ustralia’s advantage. 
This fact, the need for com m on hum anitarian ism , and  the duty  of 
in ternationalist solidarity— all dem and th a t the w orking class 
adopt a policy involving all forms of aid, food, equ ipm ent, ca.sh, 
medical supplies, and the offer of volunteers for civil and  m ilitary  
duties (even if the V ietnam ese should continue to  decline this 
latter o ffer).
Victory for the im perialist counter-revolution in V ietnam  could 
well be crucial for h u m an ity ’s fate. T h e  best way to  show our 
recognition of this is to organise m ateria l aid, and  offer as 
volunteers. T h is helps arouse w ider and  m ore determ ined opposi­
tion to current policy from  sectors of the pop la tion  less aware of 
the historic im portance of this struggle, and is at the same tim e 
consonant w ith massive aid in  all forms from  the w orkers’ states 
(who, after all, possess the  best means of countering  im perialism ’s 
aggression). T h is in te rna tiona lis t rallying cry has been sounded 
by N orth  Korea and  Cuba.
T he m ore this policy is accepted, the more opposition  will grow 
to the increasing ‘defence’ app rop ria tion , and  the m ore it  will 
be recognised th a t onerous war imposts are de trim enta l bo th  to 
A ustralia’s economic developm ent and  to the scope of public  and 
social services from  w hich they detract.
We need also to  take this in to  consideration: in view of the> 
British trend  to in teg ration  in  the E uropean  Econom ic Com m un- 
Jty. A ustralia as an industria l na tion  needs to establish closer 
trading relations w ith the Asian and Pacific countries, and  such 
relations are necessarily based on peaceful cooperation. H ow  far 
Will we get in the present hideous mask of im perialism ’s puppet?
8 In  A ustralian  society the urge for a new ‘quality  of life’ is 
evidenced in  the renew ed in terest in town p lanning , as now in 
Sydney. Committees of citizens are indicated, and  indeed are now 
emerging, concerned w ith  the am enity of the neighbourhood, the 
siting of industry, noise an d  fall-out m itigation, the m ost salubrious 
a°d  pleasant areas for residential zoning, the quality  of new con­
d u c tio n s , land use restrictions, accessibility to waterways, open 
sPace reservation, street fu rn itu re  aesthetics, traffic generation, etc.
T his draft of a socialist transitional policy is no t claim ed to be 
definitive. I t  ra th e r aim s to  set ou t the approach w hich dis­
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tinguishes a viable revolutionary  program  from  a reform ist one. 
All political organisations w ith  any mass allegiance in  the 
advanced capitalist countries bear the essential characteristics of 
reform ism . T h e ir  policies assume the con tinuation  of capitalism , 
and  do no t envisage a revolu tionary  confrontation  of capitalism . 
All the m ore vital, then, to establish criteria differentiating  the 
reform ist and revolutionary approaches.
T o  select from  a socialist transitional program  which proposition 
o r propositions is most relevant a t any given m om ent, socialists 
m ust engage in  a dialogue w ith  the people, and  th rough  this, 
em phasise the propositions w hich w ill take the  m ovem ent forward.
T h e  workers’ states are still far from  projecting  a satisfactory 
socialist image. B ut un d er conditions of peaceful com petition, the 
w orkers’ states w ith the ir nationalised  an d  p lanned  economies 
would, because of their higher tem po of developm ent, increasingly 
a ttrac t to th e ir o rb it the ‘th ird  w orld ’. Eventually  they w ould 
eclipse the advanced capitalist sector by restricting  its sphere of 
operation , thus inducing  the classical economic crisis.
W e may also reckon on the enorm ous political a ttrac tion  that 
a flowering of true  socialist dem ocracy in  the  workers’ states 
w ould exert, th rough  the developm ent of institu tions of self-man- 
agem ent and the assertion of peop le’s rights to decision-m aking at 
all levels. A stage can be thus envisaged, in  w hich the relative 
strength  of im perialism  w ould have so deteriorated  tha t it would 
lack any viable m ilitary  or political expedients to  pro long  its life.
U nhapp ily , this stage is no t yet w ith  us; im perialism  has not 
become defeatist, b u t directs its still form idable pow er to  halting  
the revolutionary  upsurge in  the ‘th ird  w orld’. T h e  longer that 
its aggression fails to m eet w ith  ap  adequate  response from  the 
anti-im perialist forces of the world, the greater grow the means 
of violence it  deploys, and  w ith them  grows the terrib le danger 
th a t the unavoidable eventual response will risk a nuclear con­
fron ta tion .
In  conditions such as these, it  is fu tile  to rely on any ‘historic 
process’ for a program  for victory. I t  is our job  to  begin the 
regeneration  of the  socialist m ovem ent in the  advanced capitalist 
nations.
T h is  can be done if a leadership  emerges in  tu n e  w ith  today’s 
needs, ra th e r  th an  one preoccupied w ith  bolstering a subjective 
approach  w ith irrelevent quo tations from  M arx, L enin  or T rotsky 
ap p ro p ria te  to  o ther situations.
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Doug SOCIALISM:
White THE NEW BASE
A m em ber of th e  editoria l board of the m arxist journal 
Arena advances the  view that intellectuals are now  
becoming the leading force in the struggle for-socialism .
TH E  1966 general election was hardly  a tu rn in g  p o in t for the 
left in A ustralia. T h e  results confirm ed tha t an  era, a stage begun 
in the 1890’s, is a t an  end. T h e  socialist m ovem ent has been at 
the crossroads for some tim e b u t it  can hardly  delay choosing its 
future p a th  very m uch  longer. W h a t is perhaps clearer as a resu lt 
°f the elections is th a t one ap p aren t way forw ard— the resta te­
ment of the best of A ustra lian  labor m ovem ent trad itions w ithou t 
taking in to  account p resen t day reality—does no t exist. T h e  ex­
ponents of this p o in t of view from  the T rad e  U nion  Defence Com ­
mittee to  M r. C ham berlain  have shown th e ir sincerity and  p r in ­
ciple, bu t have no t show n th a t progress can realistically be m ade 
from their position. T h e  fighting stand on a left A ustralian  Labor 
Party platform , seen often  by socialists as the way to  win elections, 
"as been tried  and  found  no t successful.
°n a policy w hich constitutes a clear challenge to  th e  L iberals” (L. 
arons: Labor M ovem ent at the Crossroads, p. 19) has come ou t a
11 damaged. B ut m aybe such a view point takes for g ran ted  a 
c âss position, an d  one of the statem ents w hich underp ins 
ls tactical claim — “by and  large, A ustralia’s 1,900,000 industria l 
°rkers are solid, th ick-and-th in  voters for the L abor P arty”— is 
0 longer obviously true.
Of course, it m ay be  said th a t w inning  elections is no t the 
J J y  purpose of those w an ting  social change; the p la tfo rm  on
i lch the elections are  w on is even m ore im portan t. O n the o ther 
social changes a re  b ro u g h t abou t by the action  of large 
^ b e rs  of people. T h e  im p o rtan t analysis is one w hich looks at
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the policies, voting, and m ovem ents in  the elections from  the view­
p o in t of how im m ediate and long-term  reform s are  to be brought 
about. T h e  controllers of the mass m edia, w ith the support of the 
rig h t in the labor movem ent, are  setting  about the form ation  of 
a m odern  ALP which may well he lp  solve some of the problems 
of capitalism  as the W ilson G overnm ent seems to be doing  in 
England; b u t this is worthless to  socialists.
D etailed studies of the voting have yet to be made, bu t the 
developm ents in  V ictoria on a gross scale seem clear enough. The 
A LP vote in  general was down. T h e  seat lost, Lalor, showed a 
m arked  d rop  in  the labor vote in  the w orking class areas of the 
w estern suburbs of M elbourne. T h e re  was a L iberal absolute 
m ajority  for the first tim e in Bruce w hich includes large working 
class areas, in  some of which the L ibera l m em ber topped  the poll, 
again fo r the first time. T h e  new party, the L iberal Reform 
G roup, po lled  surprisingly well, an d  polled  b etter in  “middle-class” 
electorates such as Latrobe, than  in  the  m ore working-class areas of 
Corio, L alor and  Batm an. T h e  seat of Yarra, held  by Dr. Cairns, 
contains two state seats one of w hich is blue-ribbon ALP and  the 
o th e r is L iberal held. T h e re  was a small increase in  the ALP vote 
in  the L iberal area; and  a large decline in  the industria l working- 
class districts. O f course these are trends only. T h e  old industrial 
suburbs are still predom inantly  Labor-voting, the non-industrial 
and m ost newer suburbs L iberal. T o  the trends shown by the 
figures can be added the observations of m any actively interested 
in  politics of two m arked m ovem ents am ong voters. In  the uni­
versities, schools, and  am ong the in telligen tsia generally there ap­
peared  to be a swing against the governm ent; some w ho had  voted 
L iberal for years before were vo ting  L abor particu larly  on the 
issues of conscription and  V ietnam . O n the o ther hand  a swing 
away from  L abor was apparen t in  the factories and on the building 
jobs.
V oting trends may be of little  significance, often  being influ­
enced by qu ite  tem porary factors— some com m entators have c h o s e n  
M r. Galwell’s age as a v ital factor. T h e  trend  in  this case is sig' 
n ificant because it supports w hat w ould be expected from  a marx- 
ist analysis. T h e  classic fo rm ula tion  of Karl M arx, th a t “social 
being determ ines consciousness” is n o t the  same as one sometimes 
assumed, “th a t re la tionsh ip  to the  m eans of p roduction  determines 
consciousness.” T h e  social being of m em bers of the w orking class 
includes m ore th an  the relationships associated w ith work. Leisure­
tim e re lationsh ips do no t necessarily, and  in  fact a t present do 
not, rein force the ideology w hich could  be expected to arise Iron1 
w ork relationships. T h e  changes coincide w ith  the shift in  emphasis 
from  production  to  salesm anship, and  the grow th of the mass 
m edia. T o  w ork out in  detail the  influences w hich have led to
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the w eakening of the old class consciousness of the industria l 
workers and  the d irection  w hich new forms of though t will take 
will be a difficult task. I t  is sufficient for the m om ent to see that 
this destruction is theoretically  inevitable, and  in  practice is oc­
curring. T o  build  one’s hopes fo r socialism on expectations of the 
industrial w orking class acting  according to some classical sta te­
ments is as u top ian  as the  views of those early socialists who hoped 
to persuade the wealthy of the correctness of the ir plans for social 
ownership and  the red is trib u tio n  of wealth. T h is is no t to say 
that the old w orking class w ill play no  part. I t  certainly will, even 
on the score of num bers, a lthough  argum ents based on the n u m ­
bers of trade unionists have abou t as little  significance in them ­
selves as the argum ents of 80 years ago which were based on the 
number of peasants in  T sarist Russia.
Fortunately social change is no t a t an end because of the cor­
rosion of the  old w orking class ideology. As has been said often  
enough the 1966 election was fough t on issues to an ex ten t and  w ith 
a heat rare in  A ustralia. B ut as the results showed the vigor of 
the battle  was not reflected in  an increased w orking class con­
sciousness, nor were the con tend ing  classes in  the m ain  those on 
the battlefields of yesteryear. T h e  issue of conscription and  of 
aggression against a small and  freedom  seeking n a tion  were p r i­
marily issues of individualism , of the  rights of individuals to decide 
whether or no t they should  kill or be killed, of how far a govern­
ment has the righ t to  dispose of its citizens, of w hether o ther 
individuals regardless of the  color of th e ir skins, of the ir ideologies 
also have the righ t to live. A friendly critic some m onths ago 
criticised the C om m unist P arty  pam ph le t on V ietnam  for its 
atlure to p u t the struggle of the V ietnam ese in  the context of the 
world revolutionary struggle, instead of w hich it em phasised the 
national independence struggle and  the patrio tism  of the people, 
th is  critic was basing him self on a working-class outlook. Poli- 
tcally it  is m ore sensible and  o p p o rtu n e  to  take the line of the 
“A pam phlet, b u t m aybe we should also be looking at why the 
ne of working-class in ternationalism  and  solidarity is no longer
0 strongly stressed.
in i*-1 *s t*me to a t t l̂e characteristics of the ideology of the 
elligentsia, which is grow ing in  num bers and  has already as a 
't i ° uP shown its opposition  to the ru ling  class policies on m ore 
to n, one issue- T h e  questions w hich in terest us are of course as 
lQ " 'hat basis there is for anti-capitalism  to be developed, and  w hat 
vip111 social system* is in  line w ith  the ideology of this class. T h e  
t * P ° in t and  actions of B ill W hite , the anti-conscription hero, are 
no °a! t l̂e  views ° f  the m em bers of the social g roup  w hich is
P̂Peal
the governm ent’s m ain  concern. A t his final and  successful
against conscription Bill W hite  said, “people are responsible
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for suffering and  m ust accept the responsibility  for it . . . N o m atter 
w hat p a r t you take in  the war, you are still responsible for your 
actions in  partic ipa ting .” T h e  them e of individual responsibility, 
a respect for the hum anity  of others, a refusal to h and  over one’s 
m oral obligations o r pow er to m ake decisions to  another, is charac­
teristic.
T h e  ideology arises from  the style of life of the group, where 
decisions m ust be m ade on the basis of knowledge and  no t on the 
basis of au thority , where w hat is correct cannot be determ ined  by 
the m achine, the public  service regulations, history o r the  organi­
sation. T h e  ideology is no t th a t of the old-style industria l worker 
n o r of the fam iliar public servant o r w hite collar w orker although 
it is no t necessarily in  contrad iction  w ith  either. I t  is th a t of the 
highly an d  flexibly skilled person, m ost strongly at present re­
presen ted  in  university tra ined  w orkers b u t now developing on a 
larger scale as teachers’ colleges, technical colleges and  o ther insti­
tu tions have abandoned  the tra in in g  by ru le of the old appren tice­
ship styles. W hile as a percentage of the  w ork force this class (or 
stra tum ) holds only a m ino r position  it  is rap id ly  growing. Just 
as in  the  days w hen the w orking  class was setting the 
p a tte rn  its ideology was adopted  o r im itated  by thousands of 
others, particu larly  intellectuals, so the view point of the in te lli­
gentsia is adopted  by m any w ho are form ally outside it. In  part 
this is assisted by a practice long adop ted  by the advertising media 
of fostering  an  “ind iv idualism ” based on the pseudo-choice of 
various shoddy consum er products.
By various legal means, and  be tte r co-ordination of effort, 
A ustra lia’s ru lers have m anaged to  reduce the  ro le  of the organi­
sations of the w orking class. T hey  have been assisted by the decline 
of some of the industries in  w hich the  workers were once m o s t 
m ilitan t. F ind ing  tha t opposition is com ing from  new sources, 
m ore conscious m em bers of the L iberal governm ents and their 
extrem e rig h t supporters have moved. T h u s  B rian  D ixon, a  f o o t ­
baller an d  a V ictorian  m em ber of parliam ent, w ith  the fu ll and 
cynically given support of the  B u lle tin ’s radical-right j o u r n a l i s t  
B rian  Buckley, has launched an a ttack  on the V ictorian universities, 
w ith strong h in ts a t governm ent in tervention .
B ut w hile it  is satisfying from  an  anti-governm ent p o in t of 
view to  see the  developm ent of new m ilitancy, it is n o t o b v io u s  
this logically leads to socialism, a t least as usually envisaged. To 
use an  exam ple, teachers w ho oppose bureaucratic  and restrictive 
adm inistra tion , in  th e ir un io n  as well as the  departm en t, are  not 
likely to  be a ttrac ted  to  the idea of a social system characterised by 
large centrally  adm inistered organisations. Socialism in  m ost coun­
tries is still of course a t the stage theorised as the d ictatorsh ip  of the
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proletariat, the ru lin g  ideas those of state collective socialism, and 
ideology appropria te  to the w orking class. W hile, leaving aside the 
unnecessary exaggerations and  distortions this is perfectly in  h a r­
mony w ith m arxism  since socialism m ust be based on real social 
forces, it is not the only form  of socialism which is possible.
M arx was not in terested  in  perp e tu a tin g  the ru le  of the w ork­
ing class. In  his day it was the obvious means by w hich classes 
would be abolished. T h e  end of capitalism  may be b rough t about 
in a different style today. In  m any ways the  ideology ot the new 
opposition has a resem blance to  th a t of the old anarchists, in  the 
emphasis on individualism  and  the abom ination of the ru le  of 
authority. A lthough the resem blance is real it is not com plete; 
authority  is not opposed in  a destructive m anner, b u t its scope 
is m ade narrow . T h e  old anarchism  was based upon  a social class 
which was disappearing, th a t of the individual hand icraft w ork­
ers, in some countries peasants, and  recent additions to the indus­
trial w orking class. Its fu tility  was w hat could be expected of a 
class doom ed by history. T h e  m odern  indiv idualist rebel tren d  is 
certainly no t in this category. I t  is interesting tha t in the USA an 
alliance seems to be developing betw een the students and the h ith ­
erto unorganised w orking class groups, particu larly  the Negroes. In 
Cuba the d ictatorial regim e was overthrow n by an alliance of 
intellectuals and the very poor, and  in  w hich the organised w ork­
ing class played an im p o rtan t b u t subsidiary role. T h e  alliances 
and co-operation betw een progressive groups in  A ustralia w ill no 
doubt take forms w hich are no t yet known.
T h e  Soviet U nion, or any of the o ther socialist countries, is 
not a m odel socialist state for progressive m inded people in  the 
advanced capitalist countries, a lthough  its achievem ents can be 
respected and adm ired. N or is a centralised party  w hich dem ands 
a large com m itm ent, in  term s of the rig h t to determ ine policy on 
behalf of its m em bers over a w ide field, the  sort of revolutionary  
party tha t is needed. L en in ’s conception of the party  was d e te r­
mined by the conditions of his country, one of w hich was the need 
'o r  w orking class organisation and  ideology in  a country w here 
the w orking class was sm all in  size and no^n-working class influences 
Were great. His ideas of organisation cannot be app lied  as they 
stand to a different class structure . W hile  the C om m unist Party 
nas m ade m any changes in  organisation  in  the last few years, the 
'^P ression  has been th a t they are pragm atic adaptions no t u n d e r­
pinned by new theoretical considerations. T h e  1966 election will 
j?°t have been a to ta l loss if the lessons of long term  applicability  
° r organisation, policy and  the m eaning of social change are 
earnt. New forces for social reform  have emerged, and  new form u- 
tions of socialist ideology, and  new conceptions of the un ity  of 
Progressive forces are requ ired .
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ABORIGINES
STRUGGLE:
A NEW STAGE
T h e  Q ueensland secretary of the C om m unist Party of 
Australia  reviews the course o f the Aborigines’ struggle 
for equality, dignity and iden tity , and shows that a new  
stage in that struggle has been reached.
T H E  L O N G  SM O U L D E R IN G  discontent of N orthern  T errito ry  
A borig inal station  hands, w hich burst in to  life, m aking national 
and  in te rn a tio n a l headlines late last year and is still in  progress, 
m arked the beginning of a new phase in  the struggle for hum an 
rights for A ustralian  Aborigines and  T orres S trait Islanders.
C ontrary  to the sedulously p ropagated  myth, struggle is not 
som ething new for these people. O ppressed and  restricted in a 
thousand  ways, they have yet re ta in ed  the will to live and  advance, 
dem onstrating  it  again and again th ro u g h o u t the long years since 
the m ain  tribes were massacred o r subjugated.
Since the end of the Second W orld  W ar they have established 
an impressive record of various efforts to stand up  for the ir rights 
in all the  m ain land  States and in  the T errito ry . But, un til recent 
years, m ost of the ir efforts have been frustra ted  because they were 
broken in to  isolated groups, w ithou t m uch public understanding  
o r sympathy.
T h is  tim e th e ir struggle is tak ing  place in  a new context. 
I t  is no longer possible for governm ents or pastoralists to take 
p rivate  revenge against A borig inal leaders who stand up  for their 
people, o r to force groups in to  subm ission w ithout fear of public 
reaction. T h e  sorry tru th  about the conditions of life im posed on 
A ustra lia’s native peoples is com ing out, and  they are beginning 
to  get the mass support they need.
T h e  response by trade unionists and  others to the appeals 
from  D arw in and the d irect appearance of N orthern  T errito ry  
A boriginal leaders on the east coast was pow erful evidence of 
this—pow erful enough to cause the Federal G overnm ent and  the 
big pastoralists to  th ink  twice abou t the ir orig inal plans to use
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the big stick, ancl pow erful enough to shake righ tw ing  union 
leaders’ views tha t the struggle could be d iverted in to  harmless 
channels.
As yet, the d ispute  has involved only a fraction  of the 
40,000 N T  Aborigines, m ore of whom will inevitably come in to  
action before long. T h e re  is also a strong possibility tha t it may 
spread in to  Q ueensland, w here some 5,000 A borig inal station- 
hands live and  w ork for a p ittance in sub-standard conditions, 
and to W estern A ustralia, w here their situation is perhaps worst 
of all. T h e  straight lines of the N T  borders were not draw n by 
Aborigines. T h e  im porting  of many hundreds ol T orres Strait 
Islanders to work on rail, p o rt and  o ther constructions lo r big 
m ineral concerns explo iting  n o rth e rn  A ustralia has in troduced  a 
new com ponent in to  the m ain land  struggle and also conveyed back 
to the islands new concepts of possible living standards and  of 
ways to fight for them . T h is  is he lp ing  to bu ild ing  Aboriginal- 
Islander unity.
Elsewhere in A ustralia, the sp irit of rebellion against flagran t 
injustices is still rising, expressed in a wide range of struggles 
in country towns, in the response to the the “freedom  rides” 
carried ou t or p ro jec ted  in  New South W ales and  Q ueensland, 
and in  m any o ther ways. Awareness is grow ing of yet ano ther 
facet of the problem : the condition  of the thousands of Aborigines 
forced from  the country  areas by m echanisation and  o ther causes 
into the big cities, especially Sydney.
Over the past few years, the nationw ide m ovem ent has throw n 
UP a core of capable, devoted A boriginal and  Islander leaders. 
This core is grow ing steadily. T h is  is perhaps the most im portan t 
new factor that has em erged in recent times. T h e re  were always 
such leaders am ong the peoples, bu t the ir leadership was confined 
t0 particu lar areas.
Only since the mid-fifties have they begun to come together on 
an all-A ustralian scale. R estrictive laws, backed up  by the  State 
and Federal police forces charged w ith “native p ro tec tion”, m ade 
virtually  impossible for them  to do this alone. T h e  groundw ork
the nationw ide organisational forms had  to be done by 
devoted w hite supporters of the peoples’ struggles, together w ith a 
lew Aborigines.
T h e  process of b ring ing  these elem ents together a round  a 
c°nim only agreed program  of aims and actions was necessarily 
com plicated and difficult. T h o u g h  qu ite  a big store of knowledge 
about the  peoples h ad  already been collected and filed —  for 
pxample, in  the M itchell L ibrary— there were and  still are, includ- 
lng am ong Com m unists, m any points of disagreem ent on in te r­
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pre ta tio n  of facts, many subjective and  onesided views and  differ­
ences on such basic questions as the definition of an Aborigine.
As the founders of the  organised m ovem ent began to come 
together, political differences em erged—were the peoples to be 
regarded  as na tional m inorities or was their problem  purely  th a t 
of a depressed section of the w orking class? D oubts were expressed 
as to  the  possibility of overcom ing differences am ong the peoples 
themselves, especially those betw een Aborigines and Islanders, 
betw een “p u re” and  part-A borigines, betw een town and country 
dwellers and  betw een Aborigines and  dark-skinned A ustralians of 
o ther origins.
T h e  form ation  of the Federal C ouncil for A boriginal Advance­
m ent (FCAA) in  the  mid-fifties was a historic step towards resolving 
these and  o ther problem s. It was also the decisive, essential step 
tow ards the form ation of a program  which could show the path  
of nationw ide struggle. I t  m arked  the real beginning of persistent 
and successful efforts to draw  A borig inal and Islander leaders into 
positions of responsibility in the States and  Com om nw ealth, open­
ing the way for the peoples to take control of the ir own destinies, 
w ith  support from  the w hite w orking class and  people such as 
scientists, artists, writers, religious m en and  women and other 
ind iv iduals who had  pleaded the  cause of the oppressed and 
w orked for them  over m any years. From  the beginning, all who 
defended the hum an  rights of the oppressed people had  to work 
u n d er conditions of serious difficulty.
D espite a great deal of pious c lap trap  in  A nnual R eports or 
occasional Parliam entary  debates, bo th  Federal and  State G overn­
m ents had  long held the view th a t “assim ilation”—m eaning the 
disappearance of the people in to  an  all-A ustralian am algam —was 
not only inevitable bu t desirable.
B ut they also enforced the contradictory  practice of herd ing  
large num bers of the peoples in to  restricted  governm ent settlem ents 
an d  church  missions u n d er conditions in w hich they could neither 
advance themselves nor even become “assim ilated”. T h ey  could, 
however, be used as they were and  still are, as convenient pools of 
cheap labor for cattle owners and  others-—their lack of experience 
of norm al A ustralian  w orking conditions, wages and living stan­
dards m aking them  easy prey for exploitation .
A t the same time, the possibility of trade union  action on 
th e ir  behalf was lim ited by the spreading  of stories to the  effect 
th a t they were natu rally  lazy and  unin te lligen t, by the strong 
elem ent of w hite chauvinism  in the labor m ovem ent and  by 
neglect or worse by some unions, especially the A ustralian  W orkers’ 
U nion  (not to be confused w ith the N orth  A ustralian W orkers’
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U nion, which is a separate o rg an isa tio n ), which covers most of 
their occupations.
I t is scarcely possible to exaggerate the viciousness of the 
conditions forced on the Aborigines. As Charles D. Rowley com ­
m ented in an article in  Oceania in  June , 1962: “T h e re  could hardly 
be a m ore com plete case of racial exclusion and  discrim ination  
. . . than  tha t affecting the A ustralian  A borigines”.
Or, as Era Bell T hom pson , a most “m odera te” N egro com ­
m entator, who visited A ustralia  for some weeks m ore recently 
wrote {Ebony, Sept., 1966):
“Repressive laws passed by the A ustralian  States against the 
indigenous people were a com bination  of the 'B lack  Codes enacted 
by the (US) South against the Negro, and  G overnm ent Acts which 
restricted and pauperised  the Am erican In d ia n ”.
In  these conditions, deprived  of the ir land m ore com pletely 
than any other people, th e ir com plex social system destroyed, 
their customs and  even th e ir m arvellous arts derided  or scorned, 
yet still refused adm ittance to  any b u t the lowest levels of white 
society, it is hard ly  surprising  tha t feelings of pessimism became 
prevalent am ong them  and  th a t they became suspicious and 
resentful even of w ell-m eaning w hite people. In  fact, the ir clinging 
to w hat thev could re ta in  of the ir identity  and  customs, even 
their languages in  the face of all odds is sp lendid evidence of the 
persistence of the  h u m an  sp irit in  conditions of the deepest 
oppression.
On the in itia tive  of the FCAA, the first A ustralian  C onference 
°n  A boriginal Affairs was held  in 1958. Such conferences have 
been held  every year since a t Easter. T h e  conferences have been 
marked each year by g rea ter d irect concern w ith  im m ediate and 
fundam ental problem s of the  m ovem ent and  by increasing p a r­
ticipation of A borigines and  Islanders from  all parts of the 
country.
T h is Easter the conference will take place in  an atm osphere 
°f rising struggle by grow ing num bers of the peoples and  of m uch 
greater sympathy and  support from  trade unions and  the public. 
T he spark tha t ign ited  at Newcastle W aters and spread to  W ave 
Hill last year cannot be p u t out, w hatever the pastoralists, govern­
ments and their righ tw ing  friends in  the labor m ovem ent may 
plan, or w hatever they are able to do about p a rticu la r im m ediate 
struggles. For, as the G u rin d ji people on W ave H ill declared last 
year, as the T orres S trait Islanders declared years ago, the peoples 
jfre now beginning to fight no t only for equal wages, bu t for o ther 
fundam ental rights— for the collective ow nership of lands, together 
”^th  m ineral rights, for local autonom y, for m odern  health , edu­
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cation and industria l facilities and  all the o ther rights most 
A ustralians accept as norm al b u t these people have never known.
T h e  process of acquiring know ledge abou t such things, which 
began in  a big way w ith the troop m ovem ent in  the Second W orld 
W ar and  has been helped inadverten tly  by the pene tra tion  of 
governm ent and  m ineral m onopoly teams, is being speeded up 
now by the visits of Aborigines and  Islanders to work in  the south 
or to go as th e ir peoples’ representatives to various parts of 
A ustralia, to New Zealand to study M aori conditions, even to 
A frica and  socialist countries.
New research centres such as th a t established by the Aus­
tra lian  N ational University are com ing in to  being and supplying 
basic inform ation . Surveys, such as those of the NSW  Teachers' 
Federation , are uncovering im p o rtan t data. But no Australian 
G overnm ent, State or Federal, has yet even begun the k ind  of 
detailed  study of A boriginal and  Island facts needed to disclose 
the fu ll realities of the conditions and  needs of the peoples. 
T h e re  are  no statistics available on em ploym ent, health , education, 
etc., as there are for the w hite popu la tion .
T h e  work done by the State, N o rth ern  T errito ry  and  local 
organisations for A boriginal A dvancem ent to help  develop aware­
ness and  action is beginning to  show results. Even such organisa­
tions as OPAL, established by the Q ueensland G overnm ent to 
coun ter the influence of the State Council of the m ovem ent, are 
being com pelled in  the ir practical activities to take sympathetic 
notice of the peoples and even to support the ir struggles on 
occasions.
D ebates and  resolutions of the  U nited  N ations Assembly. 
Federal and State Parliam ents and o th e r leading bodies of the 
general problem s of colonialism  and  the pa rticu la r p ligh t of 
A ustralia’s native peoples con tinu e to throw ligh t on the situation  
and to inspire the m ovem ent to fu rth e r action. Several trade 
un ion  bodies are beginning to take systematic notice of the prob­
lems of the people and give help— notably the Q ueensland Trades 
and L abor C ouncil and the B u ild ing  W orkers’ Industria l Union-
T h e  grow th of diverse organisations and  individuals con­
cerning themselves in  one way o r ano ther w ith the m o v e m e n t  
brings problem s in its train . T h o u g h  many of them  h a v e  no 
organic connection w ith each other, there are tendencies here and 
there  and  from  tim e to tim e for one or ano ther to assume e x c lu s iv e  
righ ts to  leadership. Such tendencies, as well as personality  p r o b ­
lems, have a d isun iting  effect in  a m ovem ent w hich needs unity
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plans of action. Dogm atism  or sectarianism  in any form  are most 
glaringly ou t of place here. For, although the m ovem ent has m ade 
great progress in the last decade or so, it is still in a form ative 
stage and no one yet has all the  answers. O rganisations flourish 
and decline in. it, generally  speaking according to the state of the 
movement, bu t also according to  the degree of understanding , 
m aturity and m utual tolerance possessed by leaders.
T h e  welfare of the m ovem ent itself and  its po ten tia l for 
enhancing A ustralia’s democracy dem and above all th a t its m ain  
aim be to assist the developm ent of self-movement towards self- 
determ ination by the A borig inal and  Island peoples. T h is does 
not m ean leaving them  to get along as best they cai\. O n the 
contrary, it im plies the necessity of action by ali dem ocratic 
forces, especially the w orking class, to help  clear the  road for 
them. But it does m ean th a t no personal or group interests or 
conceits should be allow ed to  d isrup t the ir progress.
W ith in  the general fram ew ork three tasks seem urgent:
1 W inning the righ t of the A borigines and  Islanders to  partic ipa te  
fully and freely in  N orth  A ustra lian  developm ent, along the lines 
proposed by Mr. J. Kelly in  his fine work, Struggle for the North. 
This raises directly the  question of struggle against the  huge and 
rapid penetration of foreign cap ita l and  for genuine developm ent 
°f the N orth  for the people.
2 Intensifying pressure on State and  Federal governm ents for 
abolition of all restrictions and  in troduc tion  of un ifo rm  legis­
lation involving large-scale expend itu re , to m ake equal rights a 
reality and to establish special national m inority  rights.
^ Much m ore systematic study of and assistance to the “g h e tto” 
. original popu la tion  of the cities. In  this the  trade unions can 
play a very big p a rt by expand ing  th e ir social role.
T h e  progress of the m ovem ent over the last few years, despite 
? the growing pains and  difficulties, has already achieved 
im portant legislative changes in all States and  in  the  N orthern  
erritory, b u t m uch rem ains to be done even to m ake the new 
egal rights effective, let alone to establish true  equality.
a Full hum an  rights for A borigines— the goal of the m ovem ent— 
it w ould appear, u n a tta in ab le  this side of socialism, for no 
senStra^ an ’ white or black, yet enjoys hum an rights in  the fullest 
t, nse m odern industry  makes possible. M onopoly capital prevents 
ad.at ^ Ut what is done to  help  the Aborigines and Islanders to 
vance now is no t m ere abstract justice or charity. I t  is, in  a very 
p ect sense, an essential com ponent of the general struggle for 
str Ce> national freedom , dem ocracy and  hum an  dignity  —  the 
Sgle that opens the way to the socialist fu ture.
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THE HIDDEN PEOPLE 
Poverty in Australia, 
by John Stubbs. Cheshire- 
Lansdowne, 145 pp., $2 .20.
JO H N  STUBBS’ estim ate th a t there  
are  a t least h a lf a m illion people in 
A ustralia  living in poverty m ust be 
considered conservative.
I t  is based on his own observation 
and research, figures supplied  him  by 
vo lun tary  organisations and meagre 
G overnm ent statistics.
T h e  fact is th a t there  has been little  
research in A ustralia  in to  the  extent 
and  n a tu re  o f poverty and, even where 
some G overnm ent departm ents have 
collected inform ation , says Stubbs, 
"they  actually  refuse to  reveal th e  in ­
form ation  even to social workers and 
universities.”
In  Am erica, w here there  has been 
extensive research in to  poverty, P re­
siden t Kennedy accepted th a t 
32,000,000 people in th a t country were 
living “on  the fringe of subsistence.” 
Even allowing fo r varying conditions, 
says Stubbs, the A m erican research 
w ould indicate th a t A ustralia could 
well have a m illion people living close 
lo  th e  subsistence level.
Jo h n  Stubbs, who is a political re­
p o rte r  for T h e  A ustralian  adm its th a t 
h is is n o t a definitive study of the 
p rob lem  of poverty in Australia.
B u t h e  is a  first-class rep o rte r and 
h e  has set ou t th e  classes of people 
w ho suffer poverty in Australia, and 
has spelled o u t clearly w hat i t  m eans 
to  them  in  term s of deprivation, m is­
ery and  hum iliation .
H e has called his book The H i d d e n  
P eople  because “our poor have been 
h idden  by the  increasing affluence o| 
the  rest of o u r society, and buried in 
the  statistics . . . W e have little  con­
tact w ith them  . . . (because) they 
have been h idden  by the  suburban 
sprawl and changes in the structures 
of o u r m ajor cities."
W ho comprise the  poor? About a 
q u a rte r  says Stubbs, are aged pen­
sioners, m any of whom are cold be­
cause they cannot afford heating, and 
are  d irty  because they are too ill ot 
too weak to  do th e ir washing.
T h e  rest are  big fam ilies where the 
breadw inner is on th e  basic wage or 
less; the  unem ployed, Aborigines 
(their poverty statistics are close to 
100 p e r cent.), widows and deserted 
wives, and derelict and homeless men.
H e says: “ Many, perhaps a majority, 
of depressed A ustralians are poor be­
cause they were born poor, for there 
is a vicious circle of poverty. Badly 
fed as children and badly educated, 
th e  poor seldom have th e  opportunity 
to learn  a  trade. T h e ir  will has been 
w arped by th e ir early suffering and 
rejection by th e  rest of society.
“O thers are  victims of the concep1 
th a t there  should be m obility  in tk* 
work force and a  pool of unemploye 
to  reduce the  pressure for wage in' 
creases.
“T hese include laborers who are get 
ting  old . . . too old to  get a  regu*3' 
o r  decent job  and no t yet old enou? 
to get a pension or d ie.”
T h e  chief sufferers of poverty ^  
th e  children, says Stubbs, and J ’ 
chap ter on  them —“T h e  Young: T ,  
poor ch ild ’s badge”, makes tra$* 
reading.
“ Inadequate  o r ragged clothing ^  
th e  badge th e  poor child  is forced  
wear,” says Stubbs and h e  recoU^  ̂
th e  hum iliations of children  in 1 j  
p ligh t . . .  of 10-year-old boys f°rl\ j  
to  w ear th e ir m others’ shoes to  sch 
o r go barefooted . . . the  boy c°
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sidered unruly and a trouble-m aker 
who cried when he was given a new 
pair of shoes; they were his first.
Big families present special p ro ­
blems. T he parents often have to 
choose between herding them  into 
one, cheap-rent room so that they can 
have adequate food; or pay exorb itan t 
rent for decent accomm odation and 
live mostly on bread and m argarine.
John Stubbs has collected most of 
his material in personal interviews 
with pensioners, derelict m en, heads 
of families and charity workers, and 
he presents his shocking facts qu ite  
dispassionately. Perhaps too m uch so, 
for there is room for indignation  and 
anger.
T he au thor takes no political stand­
point, except to emphasise th a t the re ­
sponsibility for dealing with the p ro ­
blem rest squarely on the govern­
ments, Federal and State, who, he 
says, tend to regard the existence of 
poverty with callous indifference or 
ignore it, like sweeping dust under 
the carpet.
He says: “T he tim e has come for 
3 m ajor review of A ustra lia’s social 
security system to enable the vast 
am°unts of money available to be 
spent in the most effective way.”
A forlorn hope w ithout big social 
changes.
T om  L a rd n e r
ANDRE VOZNESENSKY: 
R e e le d  Poems.
Uthorised Translations, with
"deduction and Notes by 
erbert Marshall. Methuen, 
L°don, i 966 $5
WasMOSCOW ’n December, 1962, I 
•nan0*16 1®’® ^  fortdnates who
fanio^eC* to Set tickets to the now- 
Us poetry-recital in the Palace of
Sports at Luzhniki. Outside^ in some 
three  inchcs of snow, hundreds of the 
less lucky were clam oring to get in, 
and scalpers were doing a roaring  trade.
Inside, the atm osphere was electric. 
T h is  was the tim e of the  first m ajcr 
confrontation between the  young, p ro ­
gressive w riters and  their o lder and 
conservative counterparts, soon to be 
fought ou t on the Party  and Govern­
m ental level.
But the first ha lf of the program  
was dom inated by a battery  of poets 
of the m iddle and older generation, 
whose very appearance was in sharp 
contrast to that of the  predom inantly  
youthful audience. T hey were re­
ceived with polite deference, b u t little  
more.
W hen R obert Rozhdestvensky and 
A ndrei Voznesensky eventually took 
their turns at the podium  (Yevtushen­
ko was in  Cuba) the response of the 
huge crowd was incredible. W hereas 
the o lder poets had  m anaged to recite 
only two or—if they were lucky— three 
pieces before the tepid claps died 
away, deafening rounds of applause 
brought both Rozhdestvensky and Voz­
nesensky back for poem  afte r poem.
And it was sim ilarly instructive to 
no te  the difference in delivery: where­
as m ost of the  o lder poets relied on 
pure  declam ation in the  best Russian 
bravura trad ition—a style, incidentally, 
also favored by Yevtushenko—Rozh­
destvensky stood casually w ith hands 
in pockets and b reathed  alm ost con­
versationally in to  the  m icrophone, 
while Voznesensky excitedly ra ttled  
his poems off at m achine-gun speed, 
his righ t hand pum ping  away u n ­
controllably a t his side, like a nervous 
and inexperienced actor.
Yevtushenko, Rozhdestvensky and 
Voznesensky are the th ree  outstand ing  
representatives of th a t new wave of 
young w riters who have revolutionised 
Soviet poetry and  m ade it the  mass 
artform  of the  age, as i t  was in the 
days of Mayakovsky— hi a way ab ­
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solutely inconceivable in any capi­
talist country. T hough  Rozhdestvensky 
—a fine and sensitive poet—is sa il, 
regrettably, largely untranslated , W es­
tern  readers have by now become 
reasonably fam iliar with Yevtushenko’s 
work, and now we have a substantial 
selection of Voznesensky's verse, which 
illustrates both the depth  in quality  of 
the Soviet poetic revival and its range 
and variety.
T h is  revival has been in terpreted— 
correctly, I feel—as expressing the re­
action of the younger generation to 
the  Stalin period, reflecting their im ­
patience with philistinism  and bureau ­
cratic strictures, their desire for a 
fu ller and freer life and their dem and 
for honest explanations of the past, 
together with their determ ination 
never to re tu rn  to the negative fea­
tures of th a t past. Yevtushenko, of 
course, is the laureate of the move­
m ent— the m an whose verse, despite its 
frequen t lyrical poignancy, trum pets 
from th e  public  platform , giving im ­
m ediate voice to burn ing  issues in a 
direct and fo rth righ t form,
Voznesensky’s, on th e  o ther hand, is 
a m ore personal and private voice. 
He is agitated by and large by the 
same questions as m otivate Yevtu­
shenko, b u t his way of answering 
them  is m ore individual and u n ortho ­
dox—b u t for all th a t no less popular. 
T h e  shaping influence in Yevtushen­
ko’s work is obviously Mayakovsky; 
his im p rin t is p lain  on Voznesensky as 
well, b u t the  dom inant strain  in the 
la tte r’s verse is w ithout a doubt that 
of Pasternak, to whom he bears a 
great resemblance, particularly  in his 
em phasis on m etaphor and his belief 
in the special powers of the im agina­
tion—as in Anti-w orlds, dealing with 
the  in n er realm  of dream  and fantasy:
“Long live those Anti-worlds!
Fantasists—into nonsense whirled.
B ut w ithou t fools there’d  be no 
wise.
No oases w ithout the  deserts wide.”
A nd again, in his notes (entitled 
/  L o ve  Lorca)  to his poem The 
Lenin  Sequoia, which is heavily in­
fluenced by the  great Spanish poet:
“ M etaphor is the m otor of form. The 
tw entieth  century is the century of 
transform ations, of metamorphoses. 
W hat is a pine tree today? Perlon? 
A fibreglass rocket?”
His concentration on the  association 
of ideas and images leads Voznesensky 
to a special awareness of the  nature 
of the  m odern urbanised and indus­
trialised society around him , which he 
captures in a series of hard, brittle 
and vivid m etaphors, rem iniscent of 
the Russian futurists, the French sym­
bolists, Lorca (Vosnesensky’s fine se­
quence on America, T he Triangular 
Pear, recalls Lorca’s Poet in N ew  
Y o rk )  and even the English Imagists:
“ My self-portrait, apostle of the 
heavenly portals, my neon re to rt— 
Airport!
T h e  duralum inum  windows vibrate 
Exactly like a soul’s X-ray . . . 
T h e  m onum ent of the e ra ’s 
An a irp o rt.”
T h is is unusual and fiercely u n in ­
h ib ited  verse, qu ite  unlike th a t which 
we have come to expect from the 
Soviet Union, b u t it is contem porary 
in  th e  best sense of the  word and, 
above all else, uncomprom isingly 
honest. Voznesensky recognises the 
u n ique  role played by poets in fight­
ing for tru th , and, indeed, in suffer­
ing for their dedication. As he  says 
in his notes on T h e  Lenin  S eq u o ia : 
“Poetry always m eans revolution. T h e  
songs of Lorca m eant revolution to 
those hypocritical neo-inquisitorial 
jailors—for in them , all is internal 
freedom , abandon, tem peram ent . . . 
M arx wrote th a t poets are in need of 
great endearm ent. W hat talk of en­
dearm ent can there  be when the 
naked h eart of a poet is flayed with 
barbed  wire? . . ,”
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And in his poem The Ballad o f the  
Full-Stop:
“ . . T h a t the winds whistled, as 
through the stops of clarionets, 
Through the bullet-ridden heads of 
our finest poets.”
Herbert M arshall’s translations seem 
to do less than justice to the d istinc­
tiveness of the original, through an 
unnecessary eagerness to m atch it 
rhyme for rhyme. His preface and 
notes—discreetly acknowledged by the 
publishers not to have been authorised 
by Voznesensky himself—would do 
credit to any gutter-press krem linolo- 
gist in their inexplicable d istortion 
of the adm ittedly very real conflict be­
tween writers and officialdom in the 
USSR. But for all that this volume 
is an im portant con tribu tion  in 
bringing to English readers one of the 
leading new literary figures in a 
country where poetry has a tta ined  the 
rightful place denied it in the cap ita­
list world.
R oger M ill iss
PROFILE OF AUSTRALIA,
by Craig McGregor. Hodder 
a*id Stoughton, 398 pp., $6.
CRAIG McGREGOR, a jou rnalist in 
his early thirties, previously collabor- 
a ted with Midget F'arrelly to write 
This Surfing Life. T h e  influence of 
journalism , of his own age group and 
"■s knowledge of the surfing genera­
tion are all m arked in Profile o f
Australia.
T here is plenty of inform ation, 
sometimes colorfully irrelevant bu t 
niore often usefully in terpreta tive  of 
Australian a ttitudes and responses.
ow and then it’s inaccurate o r re ­
petitive, bu t basically it is carefully 
^searched. A well-designed index is 
an asset. In a sense it impresses as 
a series of well inform ed newspaper
articles ra th e r than  a basic analysis. 
It carries the weakness of journalistic 
style in that, for the sake of color, it 
sometimes overstates a case in a ra ther 
superficial way. A bout 4 or 5 pages, 
widely separated, dispense with 
women. Strung together are all the 
best known facts and legends bu t one 
understands little  of w hat now leads 
m ore women to work, how this 
changes their own and their fam ilies’ 
a ttitu d e  or even the a ttitudes which 
society adopts in bringing women into 
the work force.
It is in Craig M cGregor’s approach 
and in his treatm ent of young people 
th a t the book assumes its m ajor 
im portance. .
H ere is recognition of the changing 
A ustralia in all its aspects and here 
is sym pathetic intelligent treatm ent of 
the generation which has grown up 
since W orld W ar Two. Perhaps 
Craig McGregor’s past experience and 
association with M idget Farrelly en­
abled him  to so objectively portray 
prevailing a ttitudes amongst those who 
are often the despair of th e ir elders 
b u t on w'hom fu tu re  A ustralian de­
velopm ent more and more rests.
B ut because Craig McGregor is 
caught up  in the affluent, expanding 
post-war Australia, some of his re­
flections are less than  objective.
H e accepts the  notion of class, sees 
class divisions and refreshingly de­
molishes the tiresom e and reactionary 
theory th a t Australia is a classless 
paradise, yet his views of class are 
largely confined to perceived class 
attitudes.
I t  is im portan t how people view 
themselves and one cannot bu t agree 
th a t traditional working class attitudes 
seem out of date  to the growing and 
younger w hite collar strata. Yet class 
concepts do no t arise only from  sub­
jective attitudes; exploitation  creates 
its own opponents. T h e  real question
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is the  issues on which one fights. One 
can bem oan a lack of radicalism , an 
old fashioned anti-intellectual labor 
party , an  ineffective com m unist party, 
b u t this will ne ither explain the  grow­
ing polarisation  in A ustralian politics 
nor find the  radical policies which 
Craig M cGregor so obviously desires.
W hite  collar growth is a fact, bu t 
Craig M cGregor’s in terpreta tion  of the 
facts are  not always accurate. He 
claims there  are  m ore white collar 
workers th an  others, b u t even his own 
quoted  statistics belie his view unless 
one plays the  num bers game. One 
can count as w hite collar everyone 
in th e  categories of professional, ad­
m inistrative, clerical, sales and trans­
p o rt and m ake up  a figure roughly 
equal th a t of craftsm en, production 
workers, laborers, service workers and 
m iners, o r change it around a b it and 
still it will be an over-simplification 
to assume th a t every little  girl who 
pounds a typew riter or serves in 
W oolies is w hite collar and therefore 
m iddle class, o r th a t all listed under 
transport, p ilots to postm en, are 
identifiable as one class grouping.
C ertainly m iddle class values assist 
to  create fertile  ground for the an ti­
image of a Calwell o r the  trade 
unions. Yet a W hitlam  will not, at 
least on V ietnam , lead to  a radicalisa- 
tion. T h e  p o in t is surely th a t given 
greater m ateria l wealth the  radicals, 
recognising continued exploitation of 
blue and white collar workers (in 
A ustralia b u t also in the  world), must 
take their feet and th e ir visions out 
of th e  depression era  and form ulate 
m eaningful policies for those with 
new values.
Craig M cGregor considers m any of 
them , foreign policy, white Australia, 
education, transport, equal pay, and 
h e  im plies, too, th e  frustrations of 
association w ith im personal power, 
the  growing au thoritarian ism  and the 
w hittling  away of democracy. A some­
w hat black and w hite view of the 
ALP, of the trade unions and the 
com m unist party, a general under­
estim ation of the  left does not serve 
to explain, for exam ple, the  10,000 
people, intellectuals, students, old and 
new type unionists, ALP, communists 
and even liberal supporters who 
dem onstrated against Johnson in Syd­
ney and who show considerable dis­
q u iet a t the direction of Australian 
foreign policy.
Just as the second W orld W ar was 
a watershed for the growth and de­
velopm ent of a ttitudes, so the  Vietnam 
involvem ent brings m ore sharply to 
the  fore the growing contradictions in 
A ustralian society. It m ust be said 
th a t this book was w ritten  before 
V ietnam  had fully im pacted itself on 
th e  A ustralian political scene. A 
fu tu re  edition  may expand on the 
growth of both the a rticu la te  left, and, 
unfortunately , the  right, in this 
situation.
One may quarre l w ith m any op in­
ions in  Profile o f Australia, bu t it is 
a stim ulating  and honest a ttem pt to 
express in perspective the changing 
face of Australia.
Since a profile is “an ou tline  of a 
face seen from  the side" one may 
hope th a t Craig McGregor, w ith his 
h ighly readable style, may soon give 
us a fu ll face p o rtra it in depth.
M avis Robertson .
FREEDOM IN AUSTRALIA  
by Campbell & Whitmore. 
Sydney University Press, 298  
pp., $7.00.
T H IS  BOOK can be read  w ith profit 
by lawyers as well as non-lawyers, 
for it is a critical analysis of a wide 
range of Com monwealth and  State 
laws affecting the  liberty  of the in d i­
vidual in Australia.
6 2
The width of this range is shown 
bv its contents, which consist of four 
parts' Personal Freedom, including 
personal freedom and th e  crim inal 
law police powers, treatm ent of the 
sick, and freedom of movem ent; Free­
dom of Expression, including public 
meetings, radio and television, theatre  
and cinema, the press, obscenity, de­
famation, contem pt of court and con­
tempt of parliam ent, security of the 
state and freedom of speech, and free­
dom of religion; Economic Freedom, 
including freedom to work and free­
dom of property; T h e  Individual and 
His Government, including Aborigines, 
the discretion to prosecute, and pro­
tection from power.
On the whole, the authors adopt a 
liberal a ttitude to the righ ts of the in ­
dividual, and, although they specifi­
cally state that their aim  has been 
to present a balanced view and that 
they do not claim to be cham pions of 
civil liberties, they conclude their 
preface to the book w ith these chal- 
lenging words: “Australians have no 
grounds for complacency on questions 
°f freedom. Some hard-w on victories 
°f past centuries have been eroded 
away by Australian legislation, and 
even by decisions of the  courts. T h ere  
as been little  effective protest. It is 
°ur hope th a t this book may play a 
fut* *n st' m u*a t‘nS protest in the
A careful study of the  book will 
certainly increase considerably the 
number of those who w ant to assist 
ls protest, for the authors rely not 
° n vague, general criticisms of the  law 
ating to individual freedom  in Aus- 
th* *3Ut on a deta '*ed statem ent of 
e relevant laws and court decisions.
a short review, it is impossible 
0 set ou t even a small pa rt of the 
acts and argum ents adduced, b u t a 
. ," r ° f the  au thors’ conclusions on 
e need for law reform  gives some 
n 'cation of their stand.
A U S T R A L IA N  L E F T  REVIEW
Vagrancy laws should be thoroughly 
reviewed and should no t be used as 
an excuse for arresting persons sus­
pected of o ther offences.
T h e  censorship laws should be re­
pealed and placed on a m ore sensible 
basis. T o o  m uch uncontrollable pow­
er is given to governm ent officials and 
governm ent and sem i-government ad­
m inistra tion  boards and commissions. 
T h e  unsatisfactory law regulating  the 
relation between these boards and the 
ordinary  citizen should be replaced by 
a  system of law which would enable 
the  citizen to ascertain his righ ts by 
a sim ple non-technical procedure. Ap­
poin tm en t of Om budsm en and ex­
tension of legal aid w ould greatly 
assist the citizen.
Public servants should be given 
greater freedom  to publicly  criticise 
governm ent policy and adm inistration , 
for adm inistrative efficiency and in ­
tegrity in  governm ent depend upon 
free and open discussion of public  
issues.
T h e  present law, which gives P ar­
liam ents and Courts the  righ t to be 
both accuser and judge in  cases of 
contem pt is a relic of the  past, and 
is the  very antithesis of freedom  of 
the  individual.
T h e  m any m erits of the book, how­
ever, m ust no t b lind  us to its defects. 
For exam ple, it seems to adopt a de­
featist a ttitu d e  in  the  fight for the 
rig h t of public servants to publicly 
criticise governm ent policy and ad­
m inistration , when it suggests that 
the  only possible reform  is the in tro ­
duction of the  careful use of the 
Am erican Congressional Com m ittee 
system for the  purpose of questioning 
officials. T h e  value of this system, 
however, depends entirely  on the 
ability, outlook and sincerity of the 
com m ittee members, and its record 
since the end of the  second world 
war does no t inspire m uch confidence. 
T oo often it became an instrum ent 
to stifle freedom.
February -  M arch, 1967
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A part from some exceptional cases, 
the  right of the public servant to 
criticise both policy and adm inis­
tra tion  is essential to an efficient de­
mocracy, and Australians m ust not 
rest content un til this righ t becomes 
p a rt of the law of the  land.
Finally, in spite of its liberal trea t­
m ent of its them e, the book nowhere 
analyses the  law from the po in t of 
view th a t A ustralia is a capitalist, 
class society and that, therefore, the 
freedom  of the  individual cannot al­
ways be correctly analysed w ithout 
taking this in to  consideration.
T ru e , it could hardly be expected 
th a t such a question would figure in 
a book already of such wide compass. 
However, there is not even the re­
cognition by the authors th a t there 
is an a lte rna te  structure of society 
based on public  instead of private 
ownership, and th a t an exam ination 
m ade in this ligh t would fundam en­
tally a lte r m any of the problem s 
posed and solutions exam ined.
A L egal Co rrespondent
REVIEWS IN BRIEF 
Three biographies in the Peli­
can series “Political Leaders of 
the Twentieth Century”.
“KHUSCHEV” , by Mark 
Frankland, 213  pp., 80c. 
“STALIN” , by Isaac Deuts- 
cher (1 9 6 6  edition), 648 pp., 
$1.75 . “MAO TSE-TUNG”, 
by Stuart Schramm, 352 pp., 
$1.20.
A ll these  biographies will repay read ­
ing for the  ligh t they throw  on 
present events.
K ruschev  is th e  least researched and 
weakest of the three. Nevertheless, it 
is very readable, and the  a u th o r’s m ain 
conclusion is valid enough:
“ Kruschev’s ru le was a transition 
period from som ething he  clearly 
w'ished to abandon to som ething he 
could not properly imagine. H e under­
stood the need for change, b u t not 
the im plications of th a t change” (pp. 
208-92).
Stalin  was first w ritten in 1948, which 
adds to its m erit.
W hile denouncing all the crimes, the 
au th o r completely rebuts those who 
unth ink ing ly  com pare Stalin with 
H itler:
“ Not in a single field has H itler 
m ade the  Germ an nation  advance 
beyond the p o in t it had  reached 
before he |took power . . T h e  Germany 
H itle r left beh ind  was impoverished 
and reduced to savagery" (pp. 551).
U nder Stalin (1948) "Russia is now 
the first industria l power in Europe 
and the second in th e  world . . . 
T h e  whole nation  has been sent to 
school . . .  Its avidity fo r knowledge 
for the  sciences, for th e  arts, has 
been stim ulated to the  p o in t where 
it has become insatiable . . .  of Stalin­
ist R ussia it is even tru er than  of any 
o th er revolutionary nation  th a t ‘twenty 
years have done the  work of twenty 
generations’ ” (pp. 553-4).
M a o  Tse-tung  is a m inutely researched 
and penetrating  biography, specially 
useful a t the present tim e.
Among the  m ajor traits of his sub­
ject he  designates M ao’s view th a t “the 
subjective creates the  objective”.
T h is  can be the  driving force for 
m ighty deeds of heroism  and fantastic 
achievem ents in one set of circum ­
stances, while leading to ignominious 
fa ilu re  and even farce in  ano ther— 
both  to be clearly seen in Mao Tse- 
tu n g ’s China.
E.A.
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W IT H  O U R  N E X T  ISSUE, April-M ay, A ustralian  L eft Review 
will have com pleted its first year of publication . D urin g  this 
tim e there has been a g radual developm ent in  form at, technical 
quality , content, circle of contribu tors and  ed itoria l conception, 
which we feel has been for the b e tte r and  w hich we aim  to 
continue.
One result has been the  accum ulation of con tribu tions which 
have n o t yet been pub lished  because of the lack of space. In  
order to clear this, to  provide adequate space for the expanding  
discussion section, and  by way of a bonus to readers on com pletion 
of o u r first year, the A pril-M ay issue w ill be ex tended  to  80 pages.
W hether it w ill be possible to continue w ith the larger issue 
will depend on:
One, the continued  su p p o rt of existing contribu tors and the 
acquisition of new ones.
Tw o, the expansion of sales by about one thousand. T h e  present 
paid  circulation of over th ree thousand is just enough to  meet 
curren t p rin tin g  and  ru n n in g  costs.
Readers can co n tribu te  by renew ing their subscriptions (the 
bulk  of which w ill expire w ith  the next issue), by selling sub­
scriptions (especially) and  individual copies to new readers, and 
in every way publicising  the journal. W e also seek assistance by 
way of opinions from  readers on w hat they like, w hat they d o n ’t 
like, and what they can suggest for im provem ent.
A ll this will provide the necessary conditions for a fu rther 
developm ent in  ed itoria l conception and  involvem ent, enabling  
A L R  to play a still m ore effective role in  serving and stim ulating  
the left, and advancing the cause of socialism.
Letters and con tribu tions are welcome and should be sent to 
Box A 247, Sydney South Post Office.
T o  meet p rin tin g  schedules, copy m ust be in  the hands of the 
editors one m on th  before date of issue (the first day of every 
second m o n th ) . Small items, and in  special circum stances articles, 
may be accepted up  to  tw enty days before pub lica tion  date.
Articles and  letters represen t the views of the authors, not 
necessarily those of A L R ,  unless otherwise stated.
Printed and published by D. B. Young Pty. L td ., 168 Day Street, Sydney 
a t 21 Ross Street, Forest Lodge.
COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA
Documents for Discussion at 21st 
National Congress, June 1967.
This pamphlet, free to members of the Communist 
Party and on public sale at 20  cents, attempts a basic 
analysis of modern Australian society and advances pro­
posals to build the Communist Party and further the cause 
of socialism in Australia.
Available at 168 Day St., Sydney and all Communist 
Party offices.
TRUTH OR REPOSE  
by Jessie Street 
Australasian Book Society, 338 pp. $4.25
An absorbing account, told with perception and humor, 
of events and people involved in the development of an 
able, energetic and fearless woman.
THE VIETNAMESE NATION:
Contribution to a History by Jean Chesneaux 
English translation by Malcolm Salmon.
Current Book Distributors. 232pp. Price: $3-25.
This work by the noted French orientalist, M. Jean 
Chesneaux of the Sorbonne, is an acknowledged standard 
work on its subject. The original text has been revised and 
a new chapter added to bring it up to date for the pur­
pose of the English translation, which has been approved 
by the author.
